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City Council Meeting  

City Council Chambers 

145 West Broad Street  

Spartanburg, SC 

Monday, October 12, 2015 

5:30 p.m. 

 

(These minutes were approved at the 

October 26, 2015 City Council meeting.) 

 

City Council met this date with the following members present: Mayor Junie White, Mayor 

pro tem Erica Brown, Councilmembers Jan Scalisi, Robert Reeder, Jerome Rice, Sterling 

Anderson, and Laura Stille. City Manager Ed Memmott and City Attorney Cathy McCabe 

were also in attendance. Notice of the meeting was posted with the Media 24 hours in 

advance according to the Freedom of Information Act. All City Council meetings are 

recorded for a complete transcript. 

 

I. Moment of Silence – observed 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance - recited  

 

III. Approval of the Minutes of the September 28, 2015 City Council Meeting –  

Councilmember Rice made a motion to approve the minutes as received. 

Councilmember Reeder seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda of the October 12, 2015 City Council Meeting –  

Mayor pro tem Brown made a motion to approve the agenda as received. 

Councilmember Scalisi seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

V. Public Comment - none 
 *Citizen Appearance forms are available at the door and should be submitted to the City Clerk 

 

VI.        Presentation of Proclamation to Security Finance 

             Presenter:  Mayor Junie White 

             Mayor White presented the proclamation to Susan Bridges, Chairperson of Security  

             Finance. 

 

Councilmember Rice introduced young men and women involved in the Spartanburg Housing 

Authority program “Face Forward” who were in attendance. The “Face Forward” program is 

designed to help young people move forward from a past that impedes them from looking 

forward to a real future. It was established at SHA through a grant received from the US 

Department of Labor as part of a national campaign. 

 

VII.      Ordinances 
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 A. To Authorize the City to Grant to South Carolina    

   Telecommunications Group Holdings LLC, D/B/A Spirit   

   Communications (“Spirit Communications”), the Right, Power and  

   Authority to Construct, Install, Maintain and Operate in the City to  

   Render Telecommunications Service to its Customers in the   

   Corporate Limits of the City for Such Period as Provided Herein and  

   to Provide for the Payment of Compensation for the Use of the Streets 

   and Public Places (First Reading) 

   Presenter:  Dennis Locke, Finance Director    Mr. Locke presented the item to Council as follows:  

   “Article 20 of Chapter 9 of Title 58 of the 1976 Code of Laws of South  

   Carolina, and enacted in 1999 govern how municipalities can regulate non  

   cable telecommunication enterprises.    

   ACTION REQUESTED: Approval of Ordinance to allow Spirit   

   Communication to have access to use the streets and public places to  

   construct, maintain and operate its facilities for use in providing   

   telecommunications services to its customers within City limits.  

   BUDGET & FINANCIAL DATA: Ten year agreement which includes a  

   $1000.00 annual fee.” 

   Councilmember Rice made a motion to approve the ordinance as   

   presented on first reading. Councilmember Reeder seconded the motion,  

   which carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

 

  B. To Amend the Code of the City of Spartanburg 1988, Chapter 4,  

   “Animals and Fowl” to Provide Additional Measures as Determined  

   by the Court if a Dangerous or Vicious Animal is Determined to be a  

   Continuing Threat of Serious Harm (First Reading) 

   Presenter:  Cathy McCabe, City Attorney 

   Ms. McCabe presented the item to City Council as follows: 

   “When a dangerous or vicious animal is a continuing threat of serious  

   harm to citizens, it may be necessary for additional measures to be   

   determined by the court which do not include the release of the animal to  

   the owner.  Our Municipal Court has concerns with the due process  

   protection of owners of vicious animals as currently written.  This   

   Ordinance revises this section to provide for legal due process for the  

   owner of a vicious animal that will meet Constitutional muster. 

   ACTION REQUESTED: Approval of the Ordinance to amend Sec. 4-28  

   of the Animal Ordinance.” 

   Councilmember Anderson made a motion to approve the ordinance as  

   presented on first reading. Councilmember Stille seconded the motion,  

   which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

VIII.    Resolution 

 A. To Determine Eligibility of 130 Magnolia Street for Special Property  

   Tax Assessment for Rehabilitated Historic Property as Adopted by  

   Ordinance of City Council on September 9, 2013 
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   Presenter:  Chris Story, Assistant City Manager 

   Mr. Story presented the item to Council a follows: 

   “In 2013 City Council established by ordinance a mechanism, consistent  

   with state code, which allows City Council to provide an advantaged  

   property tax treatment for eligible historic properties when those   

   properties are significantly rehabilitated according to historic standards. 

   Magnolia 130 Associates Inc. recently acquired 130 Magnolia Street, a  

   long dormant property within the Morgan Square Historic District.  This  

   property had been vacant for some time and the boarded front façade has  

   been detracted from the development potential of the area for years.  The  

   new owners have begun the renovation and restoration of the property.   

   The work is being conducted under the supervision of the SC State Office  

   of Historic Preservation ensuring that work in conducted according to  

   appropriate preservation standards.    

   Magnolia 130 Associates will be investing over $500,000 in the property.   

   No specific use or tenant is identified at this time.  However, we are  

   confident that project will be a significant positive contribution to   

   downtown. 

   The special assessment would relieve the owners of a portion of the  

   additional property tax liability created by the acquisition and historic- 

   standard renovation of the property for five years.  

   Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution.” 

   Councilmember Scalisi made a motion to approve the resolution as  

   presented. Mayor pro tem Brown seconded the motion, which carried  

   unanimously 7 to 0.   

   IX.    Other Business 

 A. FY15 Year End Budget Report 

   Presenter:  Chris Story, Assistant City Manager  

              Mr. Story presented the FY15 Year End Budget Report highlighting the  

   following:   

FY 2009 - 
2010 

FY 2010 - 
2011 

FY 2011 - 
2012 

FY 2012 - 
2013 

FY 2013 - 
2014 

FY 2014 - 
2015 

Net Changes in Fund Balances 

$    938,412 $    737,132 $    138,236 $    658,797 $    767,786 $  (257,137) 

2.9% 2.3% 0.4% 2.0% 2.3% -0.8% 

Fund Balances, End of Year 
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$ 5,067,412 $ 5,804,544 $ 5,942,780 $ 6,601,577 $ 7,369,363 $ 7,112,226 

15.5% 17.8% 18.5% 20.5% 22.2% 20.9% 
   Council received the report as information. 

 

    

 

 

    X.    City Council Updates – 

            Councilmember Anderson shared he had attended the ribbon cutting for Texas   

            Roadhouse the previous Wednesday. He commented that the restaurant has done well  

            since it opened. He also share that he had attended the Chamber hosted reception for the  

            Spartanburg County Legislative Delegation. He thanked Angela Viney, who was in  

            attendance at the Council meeting, for her assistance in getting the park at St. Matthews  

            church completed. 

            Councilmember Scalisi offered thoughts and prayers to mid-state and low country  

            residents as they recover from recent devastating floods. She commended local residents  

            volunteering in the effort to aid the flood victims. She shared that she was attending the  

            “Water Matters” citizens academy sponsored by Spartanburg Water. 

            Councilmember Stille offered thoughts and prayers to state residents devastated by the  

            recent floods. She reminded everyone of the Live on the Green concert at Barnet Park,  

            featuring Lee Brice, on Saturday, October 17. 

            Councilmember Rice also offered concern and prayers for the state flood victims. He  

            shared that he would be presenting a proclamation to the Silver Hill Memorial United  

            Methodist Church on October 25 to commemorate their 146
th

 anniversary. He thanked  

            the Face Forward group for attending the meeting. 

            Mayor pro tem Brown offered thoughts and prayers to the flood victims. She reminded  

            everyone that the Piedmont Interstate Fair was in town for the week. She also mentioned  

            the Hub City Brew Fest on October 24 and the Wofford Homecoming festivities that  

            same weekend. She offered condolences to the USC Upstate families who lost loved ones  

            in a tragic car accident the previous Sunday.  

            Councilmember Reeder encouraged everyone to keep the low-country residents who  

            were devastated by the recent floods in their prayers. He thanked Ms. Bates for bringing  

            the Face Forward group to the meeting. He reminded everyone of the “We Are One”  

            event on Saturday, October 17 at 9:00 a.m. 

                       

   XI.    Executive Session Discussions –  

             Councilmember Scalisi made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. Mayor pro  

             tem Brown seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. Council  

             adjourned to Executive Session at 6:04. 

 

             A. Pursuant to Section 30-40-70 (a) (2) of the South Carolina Code to  

               Receive Legal Advice Relating to the Oakview Condominiums   

   Condemnation 
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 B. Pursuant to Section 30-4-70 (a) (5) of the South Carolina Code to  

   Discuss Matters Relating to Encouraging the Location of Two   

   Businesses in the City 

 

               Council reconvened at 6:54 p.m. Mayor White stated that discussion was held with  

               no decisions made. 

 

   XII.     Adjournment – Councilmember Anderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

               Councilmember Reeder seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

                

 

 

              _______________________________ 

                Connie S. McIntyre, City Clerk     

 

 

 

 

 


