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City Council Meeting  

City Council Chambers 

145 West Broad Street 

Spartanburg, SC  29306 

Monday, June 25, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 

 

(These minutes were approved 

at the July 9, 2018 City Council meeting.) 

 

City Council met this date with the following Councilmembers present: Mayor Junie 

White, Mayor pro tem Jerome Rice, Councilmembers Erica Brown, Sterling Anderson, 

Alan Jenkins, Max Hyde, and Ruth Littlejohn. City Manager Ed Memmott and Interim 

City Attorney Larry Flynn were also in attendance. Notice of the meeting was posted with 

the Media 24 hours in advance according to the Freedom of Information Act. All City 

Council meetings are recorded for a complete transcript. 

                                                                      

I. Moment of Silence – observed 

  

II. Pledge of Allegiance - recited 

 

III. Approval of the Minutes of the June 11, 2018 City Council Meeting –  

Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to approve the minutes as received. Mayor pro 

tem Rice seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

IV. Approval of the Agenda of the June 25, 2018 City Council Meeting –  

Mayor pro tem Rice made a motion to approve the agenda as received. Councilmember 

Littlejohn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

 

V.   Public Comment 
 *Citizen Appearance forms are available at the door and should be submitted to the City Clerk 

  Peter McKnight, 228 Oakland Avenue, Spartanburg, came forward expresses his   

  concerns regarding the procedure for voting for traffic calming devices. 

 

VI.      Resolutions 

 

 A. Authorizing Municipal Court to be Located in the Spartanburg County  

  Judicial Center 

  Presenter:  Ed Memmott, City Manager 

  Mr. Memmott presented the item to Council as follows: 

  “Staff recommends that the new municipal court facility be located in the new  

  Spartanburg County Judicial Center when it is constructed and is asking Council  

  to approve a resolution that will allow staff to advise Spartanburg County of the  

  city’s decision.       
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  ACTION REQUESTED: Approval of the resolution.     

  BUDGET & FINANCIAL DATA:   Costs of municipal court construction will be 

  paid from sales tax referendum proceeds.” 

  Mayor pro tem Rice made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  

  Councilmember Anderson seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to  

  0.   

 

 B. Approving the Naming of the Downtown Memorial Airport Airfield in  

  Honor of Major General Darwin H. Simpson 

  Presenter:  Terry Connorton, Airport Director 

  Mr. Connorton presented the item to Council as follows: 

  “The Airport Advisory Committee unanimously recommends naming the airfield  

  at the Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport in honor of Major General  

  Darwin H. Simpson in recognition of his remarkable service to the airport and to  

  the Spartanburg community.  As described in the attached resolution, in addition  

  to a remarkable career in business, military service, and community service,  

  Darwin served as a volunteer to lead the Airport through an unprecedented period  

  of expansion and renewal worthy of this permanent recognition.   

  We recommend approval of the attached resolution and welcome any questions  

  you may have.” 

  Councilmember Anderson made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. 

  Councilmember Littlejohn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to  

  0.   

 

VII.     Ordinance 

 

            A.  Approving a Development Agreement Between the City of Spartanburg and  

 Morgan Silver, LLC (First Reading) 

 Presenter: Patty Bock, Economic Development Director       

 Mr. Memmott presented the item to Council as follows:   “Over the past several weeks, staff has been in discussion with Morgan Silver,  

  LLC about the possible development of single family homes near Barnet Park.   

  The developer is interested in a 4.51 acre site which is owned by the city.  The  

  site includes frontage along Silverhill Street.  The developer intends to build 24  

  single family residences at this location.  Total capital investment of   

  approximately $7 million is anticipated.  The sales prices for the homes would  

  start at $275,000.  Staff is continuing negotiations with the developer on a few  

  elements of the Development Agreement including the inclusion of workforce or  

  affordable housing.  Staff is optimistic that these terms can be finalized prior to  

  bringing the Development Agreement back to Council for second reading   

  consideration.     

 

  Staff believes the project will fill a void in the downtown market and offers the  

  possibility of creating more purchasing demand to support existing and planned  

  downtown commerce.   
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  A draft Development Agreement is provided for Council consideration.  Under  

  the terms of the Development Agreement, the city would convey the property to  

  the developer for $100. The city would additionally agree to make improvements  

  to Silverhill Street at an estimated cost of $80,000.   
 

  ACTION REQUESTED:   First reading approval of an ordinance authorizing the  

  City Manager to finalize terms and enter into a Development Agreement with  

  Morgan Silver, LLC for a single family residential development.   

 

  BUDGET AND FINANCIAL DATA: $80,000 in road improvement costs.”   

 Council engaged in an extensive discussion regarding the inclusion of workforce 

 and/or affordable subsidized housing in the project, as well as, concerns about 

 requiring the developer to include affordable housing in the project. 

 Council Anderson made a motion to carry the item over to the July 9 meeting. 

 Councilmember Hyde seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

VIII.    Other Business  

 

             A. Traffic Calming Discussion 

 Presenter:  Ed Memmott, City Manager 

            Mr. Memmott stated that he wanted to discuss the City’s Traffic Calming   

  Program with Council, in particular the voting/approval process. He stated that  

  currently, voting to approve/disapprove the installation of speed humps is limited  

  to property owners. Additionally, in order for a vote to approve the installation of  

  speed humps, there must be favorable (yes) votes equal or greater than 50% plus1  

  vote of the eligible voters in the impact area. Combined, these two program  

  requirements make it difficult for a neighborhood having a modest number of  

  renters to qualify for traffic calming.  

                        He asked for clarification from Council as to who should vote, the property owner 

 or the person occupying the house/housing unit. He mentioned that some property 

 owners lived out of the city, state and/or country.  

 After extensive discussion, Councilmember Brown made a motion to allow a 

 vote from the person who occupies the house when considering traffic calming 

 devices. Mayor pro tem Rice seconded the motion, which carried 4 to 3. Mayor 

 White, Mayor pro tem Rice, Councilmember Brown and Councilmember Jenkins 

 voted in favor of the motion. Councilmember Hyde, Councilmember Anderson, 

 and Councilmember Littlejohn voted against the motion.  

 

 B. Boards and Commissions – Reappointments/Appointments 

  Presenter:  Connie McIntyre, City Clerk 

  Ms. McIntyre presented Council with the slate of reappointments/appointments  

  for their consideration on the City’s Boards and Commissions.  

  Mayor White made a motion to reappointment the following individuals to an  

  additional term on the respective boards. Councilmember Jenkins seconded the  

  motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

  Airport Advisory Committee – Cullen Pitts was reappointed for another term. 

  HARB – Ray Trail was reappointed for another term 
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  Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee – Annette Haynie and Luke Perkins were  

  reappointed for another term. 

  Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals – Benjamin Boland and  

  Robbie McDade were reappointed to another term. 

  Public Safety Committee – Nancy Eaker and Mary Jane Michels were   

  reappointed to another term. 

  Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals – Anne R. Poliakoff and Reed  

  Teague were reappointed to another term. 

  New applications were voted on as follows: 

  HARB – Councilmember Anderson made a motion to appoint Josh Lonon to  

  the HARB. Councilmember Brown seconded the motion, which carried   

  unanimously 7 to 0. 

  SHA - Mayor pro tem Rice made a motion to appoint Ralph Settle to the   

  Spartanburg Housing Authority. Mayor White seconded the motion, which  

  carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

  Planning Commission – Councilmember Anderson made a motion to appoint  

  Reed Cunningham to the Planning Commission. Mayor White seconded the  

  motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

  Public Safety Committee – Councilmember Brown made a motion to appoint  

  Evelyn Y. Blakely to the Public Safety Committee. Mayor pro tem Rice seconded  

  the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

  Mayor pro tem Rice made a motion to appoint Jennie Padgett to the Public  

  Safety Committee. Mayor White seconded the motion, which carried   

  unanimously 7 to 0. 

  

IX. City Council Updates –  

 Councilmember Brown mentioned that the Burrito Hub on Magnolia had opened. She 

 stated that the Flatt on Magnolia would be opening soon. She reminded everyone about 

 Red, White and Boom on Wednesday, July 4 at Barnet Park. 

 Councilmember Anderson wished County Administrator Katherine O’Neil the best on 

 her decision to leave the county. He encouraged everyone to vote in the election the 

 following day. 

 Councilmember Hyde mentioned that the July 4
th

 parade in Converse Heights would 

 end at Happy Hollow Park. 

 Councilmember Littlejohn congratulated Councilmember Hyde on his victory to run in 

 the November election. She encouraged everyone to vote the following day. She thanked 

 Fire Marshal Brad Hall for helping her get the batteries out of her smoke detector. She 

 mentioned that the cleanup day for S. Converse, Forest Park and Duncan Park areas was 

 a success. She shared that construction startup had begun in the Forest Park 

 neighborhood. 

 Councilmember Jenkins mentioned that he attended Juneteenth and enjoyed all that 

 went on. He congratulated everyone on a job well done with that event. He shared that a 

 Golden Chick restaurant would be opening soon in his district. 

 Mayor pro tem Rice wished everyone a happy 4
th

 of July. 
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X. Adjournment –  Councilmember Anderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 Councilmember Jenkins seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0.  The 

 meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

 Connie S. McIntyre, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


