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City Council Meeting  

City Council Chambers 

145 West Broad Street  

Spartanburg, SC 

Monday, October 9, 2017 

5:30 p.m. 

 

                                       (These minutes were approved at the  

October 23, 2017 City Council meeting.) 

 

City Council met this date with the following Councilmembers present: Mayor Junie 

White, Mayor pro tem Stille, Councilmembers Jerome Rice, Sterling Anderson, Rosalyn 

Henderson Myers, Erica Brown and Alan Jenkins. Assistant City Manager Chris Story 

and City Attorney Cathy McCabe were also in attendance. Notice of the meeting was 

posted with the Media 24 hours in advance according to the Freedom of Information Act. 

All City Council meetings are recorded for a complete transcript. 

 

I.  Moment of Silence-observed 

  

II.  Pledge of Allegiance - recited 

      

III. Approval of the Minutes of the September 25, 2017 City Council Meeting –  

Councilmember Henderson Myers made a motion to approve the minutes as received. 

Councilmember Rice seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

IV. Approval of the Agenda of the October 9, 2017 City Council Meeting –  

Councilmember Henderson Myers made a motion to approve the agenda as received. 

Councilmember Jenkins seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

V.  Public Comment 
 *Citizen Appearance forms are available at the door and should be submitted to the City Clerk 

  Andrew Blanchard, 575 Cecil Court, Spartanburg, SC, came forward to express 

 his concern regarding the demolition of 576 Cecil Court and a tree that arcs over his 

 property. 

 

VI. Recognition of Citizens Academy Graduates 

 Presenters: Deputy Chief Jennifer Kindall 

                     Kathy Hill, Community Services Coordinator 

 Ms. Hill overviewed the Citizens Academy program for Council. Deputy Chief Kindall 

 introduced each of the graduates to Council. Following the meeting, a reception was 

 held in the City Hall Training Room for the graduates. 
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VII. Approval to Purchase Fire Engine 

 Presenter:  Marion Blackwell, Fire Chief 

 Chief Blackwell presented the item to Council as follows: 

 “Over the past year, the Fire Department has researched and prepared a bid specification 

 or (1) Haz-Mat Fire Engine to serve the needs of our citizens and city. The proposed 

 engine will provide fire suppression for primary response in the Duncan Park area of the 

 city with secondary response and primary Hazardous Materials response to all other areas 

 of the city. This Fire Engine is a replacement for a 1990 Pierce Fire Engine that needs to 

 be removed from service after 26 years of service. The build document was prepared by a 

 committee of driver/operators under the direction of Asst. Chief Balmer. The build 

 document was reviewed and approved by Chief Blackwell.    

 

 The Fire Engine bid was prepared utilizing a nationwide public bid process through 

 FireRescue GPO (Group Purchasing Organization). The FireRescue GPO process was 

 reviewed by Procurement and Property Management Manager and the process was 

 approved to obtain the Haz-Mat Fire Engine. 

 

 

 ACTION REQUESTED: The Fire Department requests approval to purchase one (1) 

 Haz-Mat Fire Engine from Spartan Fire Apparatus. 

 

 BUDGET AND FINANCIAL DATA: The Engine is funded $765,000 through the 

 Capital Lease approved by Council earlier this year and $15,974 through the Equipment 

 Replacement Fund. 

 Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to approve the fire engine purchase. 

 Councilmember Henderson Myers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously          

 7 to 0.      

 

VIII.  Boards and Commissions – Board of Zoning Appeals 

 Presenter:  Connie McIntyre, City Clerk 

  Ms. McIntyre presented the application of Leana Melnichuk for Council’s 

 consideration.  

 Councilmember Rice made a motion to waive the rules and appoint Ms. Melnichuk 

 to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals. Councilmember Anderson 

 seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Company Amount  

Spartan Fire Apparatus  $802,777 

  Prepay Discount  ($21,803) 

 Total $780,974 
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IX. Ordinances 

 

 A. To Amend the Code of the City of Spartanburg 1988, Sections 23-17 and 23- 

  20, of the Nonconsensual Booting and Towing Ordinance (First Reading) 

           Presenter:  Ed Memmott, City Manager 

 Mr. Memmott presented the item to Council as follows: 

  “Council recently adopted an ordinance that regulates the practice of non-  

  consensual towing of vehicles from private property.  Staff is now requesting an  

  amendment to the Towing Ordinance to set administrative procedures for the  

  revocation of a towing permit.   
 

  ACTION REQUESTED: First Reading Approval of an ordinance to further  

  amend the Towing Ordinance.”  

  Mayor pro tem Stille made a motion to approve the ordinance as presented  

  on first reading. Councilmember Anderson seconded the motion, which carried  

  unanimously 7 to 0.  

 

 B. To Amend the Code of the City of Spartanburg 1988, Section 9-15, of the  

  Business License Ordinance (First Reading) 

            Presenter:  Ed Memmott, City Manager 

  Mr. Memmott presented the item to Council as follows:                                             

  “Staff is requesting an amendment to the City’s Business License Ordinance to  

  clarify grounds for business license revocation.  The amendment will also better  

  align Business License revocation procedures with the recently enacted Non- 

  Consensual Towing Ordinance.     

  ACTION REQUESTED:   First Reading Approval of an ordinance to amend the  

  Business License Ordinance.” 

  Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to approve the ordinance as presented  

  on first reading. Councilmember Henderson Myers seconded the motion, which  

  carried unanimously 7 to 0.   

 

X.           Ordinance – Second Reading 

 

  A. To Amend the Code of the City of Spartanburg 1988, Chapter 5,  

   Article XI, By Adding a Residential Rental Property Registration and  

   Inspection Program (Second Reading)                                                                                                                                                             

        Presenter: Ed Memmott, City Manager   

                                    Mr. Memmott presented the item to Council as follows: 

 “Attached you will find a proposed ordinance to create a rental property 

 registration program.  This ordinance is presented to Council for second 

 reading consideration.  In addition to the changes made by Council, staff 

 made a few additional minor changes to clarify intent.  All of the changes 

 are highlighted in a version of the ordinance as indicated.  I have also 

 listed those changes below:  

 Section 5-497 Effective Date - Added language to allow for a 3 month 

 grace period for initial registration.  
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 Section 5-498 Definitions (b) – Added senior/elderly independent living, 

 senior/elderly assisted living housing as property types excluded from 

 registration requirements.       

 

 Section 5-504 Registration Fees - Edited to establish a maximum 

 registration fee of $250 for any one property owner.  For example, a 

 property owner (individual, LLC, or other ownership entity) owning 15 

 single family rental properties at different addresses would pay a 

 maximum of $250 in registration fees.   

 

 Section 5-504 (f) – Added paragraph to require all revenue generated 

 from property registration fees be used for specific efforts to improve the 

 condition of rental housing stock, tenant education purposes, or other such 

 purposes that may be approved by Council.      

 

 Section 5-509 Inspections – Edited to remove routine property 

 inspections.  Please note that the proposed ordinance would not prevent 

 inspections as a result of a complaint or inspections conducted in the 

 normal course of Property Maintenance Code enforcement. 

 

 Section 5-515 – Inspection of Units Based on Complaints and 

 Obligations of Owners – Deleted in its entirety as redundant based on the 

 changes in inspection procedures.   

 

 Section 5-516 – Inspection of Units Based on Proactive Code 

 Enforcement Efforts and Obligations of Owners – Deleted in its entirety 

 as redundant based on the changes in inspection procedures.   

 

 Staff believes this ordinance, with its proposed amendments, is consistent 

 with Council’s first reading approval.”  

  

 After extensive debate regarding government overreach, lack of strong 

 enough language in the ordinance to achieve the intended result with 

 absentee landlords, and landlords who refused to maintain their properties 

 to code regulations, safety of the tenants and their families, schedule, 

 location, and number of inspections, and moral obligation of Council to 

 its citizens to approve measures to protect them from uncaring landlords, 

 Councilmember Brown made a motion to table the ordinance. 

 Councilmember Rice seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 1. 

 Councilmember Jenkins voted against the motion. 

 

XI. City Council Updates -  

              Councilmember Anderson stated that there were great things going on all over           

              Spartanburg and that he was proud of the city. He thanked the Citizens Academy  

              participants for taking the time to be a part of the program.  

              Councilmember Brown shared that she had a wonderful time at International Festival.  
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                She thanked city staff, particularly Special Events. She mentioned that Mezcal  

                restaurant had opened in downtown and she had heard great things about the food. 

                Councilmember Jenkins shared that he and his family enjoyed the International     

                Festival. He mentioned that he participated in Intercommunity Leadership visit to the  

                Raleigh Durham, organized by Greenville and Spartanburg Chambers of Commerce.  

                He commented that he was amazed at the commitment of business leaders to identify  

                opportunities and strengthen bonds as growth is inevitable in both areas. He was  

                impressed that everyone was committed to great things in our community. 

               Councilmember Henderson Myers shared that she had been to the Mezcal restaurant   

               and the food was wonderful. She commented that it was nice to see such a variety of  

               foods and price points in downtown. She mentioned that she attended National Night  

               Out with her daughter and thanked Officer Nowak for getting her to many of the  

               neighborhood celebrations. She stated that is was nice to see the residents of separate  

               neighborhood associations interacting with each other and having a good time.  

               Councilmember Rice shared that the “Walk to School” event was a great event at  

               Mary Wright. He thanked those who participated and encouraged everyone to  

               “Love Where You Live”. 

               Mayor pro tem Stille reminded everyone of the “Walk with your Elected  

               Officials” the following Saturday. She shared that National night out was a great  

               event. She expressed congratulations to Councilmember Myers for her election to             

               District 31 Representative.  

 

XII.       Executive Session 

 

 A. Executive Session Pursuant to Section 30-4-70 (a) (5) of the South  

   Carolina Code to Discuss Matters Relating to Encouraging A New  

   Investment in the City 

   Mayor pro tem Stille made a motion to approve to adjourn to Executive 

   Session. Councilmember Henderson Myers seconded the motion,   

   which carried unanimously 7 to 0. Council adjourned to Execution for  

   the stated reason at 6:40 p.m. 

 

              Council may take action on matters discussed in Executive Session after exiting 

Executive Session. 

 

 Council reconvened to regular session at 7:28 p.m. Mayor White stated that discussion 

was held with no decisions made. 

 

XIII.     Adjournment –  

              Mayor pro tem Stille made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Jenkins    

              seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 7 to 0. The meeting adjourned at          

              7:30 p.m.  

 

             _____________________________ 

              Connie S. McIntyre, City Clerk 

 


