Honoring Our Youth!
Congratulations to Adom Appiah, who was recently
honored with the Billie Jean King Youth Leadership
Award at the 2021 ESPN Sports Humanitarian
Awards. The event was held at the Rooftop at Pier 17,
located within the Seaport in New York City and was
aired as a 90-minute television special on Saturday,
July 24, 2021, at 2 p.m. on ABC.
The Billie Jean King Youth Leadership Award
celebrates and honors youth who are using the power
of sport as a catalyst for change and making a positive
impact on society. The award comes with a $10,000
cash prize.

Economic Growth!!

Spartanburg is experiencing the healthiest period of
economic growth in its history. “Progress can be seen
across the city. From several large residential projects
currently underway to a drawing board that includes
another downtown hotel and more than $200 million in
public buildings.
The Historic Mary H. Wright School. New life is
being put into this historic building. This is an $11
million investment and will feature 53 apartments.
The Fitzgerald, located at the corner of Kennedy,
Advent, Union and Henry, is the latest downtown
residential project. This project includes affordable
workforce housing and will bring 132 mixed
apartments to the downtown area.
The Ellington, new affordable senior apartments for
Spartanburg’s north side are nearing completion.

COVID Update

A COVID-19 variant, called delta, is rapidly spreading
around the United States. It’s reported about 20% of
the nation’s new COVID-19 cases are now believed to
be the delta variant. Follow the CDC and their
guidelines to get the latest updates on the COVID
virus.

Did you know?

The following was taken from the Herald-Journal on
July 4, 2021, by Columnist for USA TODAY, Connie
Schultz: “Tips left on credit card receipts are subject
to a 3% deduction for service charges. That is why I
always try to carry cash when I dine out, and
encourage you to do so, too. It’s the surest way for
your server to get the tip you intended. If you aren’t
sure how tips are handled, ask your server.”
*****

Contact: jrlittlejohn1967@gmail.com
864-573-5066 (Hm) 864-909-7244(cell)

Tidbits
City Council Meetings, take place every 2nd and 4th
Mondays, at 5:30pm. Due to COVID, meetings will
probably revert back to the C.C. Woodson Center,
rather than City Council Chambers, until further notice.

No Spring Fling….No Problem! Unfortunately, there
will be no Spring Fling again this year. However, get
ready, because the Criterium will take place Aug. 20,
2021.

More bicycle and walking trails could soon be
coming to Spartanburg County’s west side. According
to Laura Ringo, executive director and Ned Barret,
trails coordinator for Partners for Active Living. If
approved by County Council, the 18 miles added to the
existing 32 mile Daniel Morgan Trail (The Dan) will
make it a 50 mile countywide system.
Drive-In BINGO, is every 3rd Friday at T.K. Gregg at
10 a.m. (except when raining)
Senior Water Aerobics, FREE at T.K. Gregg,
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Neighborhood Cleanups – although recent cleanups
were cancelled for the South Converse Neighborhood,
I want to thank Lisa Gist, Sheila Dawkins & Horace
Littlejohn for helping me in a cleanup on June 26,
2021.
Newsletter Distributions: Thanks to Bernice Lewis,
Joan & Bennie Drummond, Linda Sanders, Elaine
Collins, Sheila Dawkins & Horace Littlejohn for
their help in delivering Littlejohn Speaks Newsletters.
START: ME…Looking to start or grow a business?
Get the tools you need to take your business or
business ideals to the next level. All sessions are free!
Contact Northside Development Group, 864-598-0097,

Ext 1, 698 Howard St., Spartanburg 29303,
www.SpartanburgNDG.Com
******

“People are often unreasonable and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway. If you are kind, people may accuse
you of ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. If you are
honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway. If you
find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do
good anyway. Give the world the best you have and it may
never be enough. Give your best anyway. For you see, in
the end, it is between you and God. It was never between
you and them anyway.” Dr. Kent Keith
© Copyright 2021 Jessie Ruth Littlejohn. All Rights
Reserved
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Juneteenth a Federal Holiday!!!
Congress has passed bipartisan legislation officially recognizing Juneteenth as a federal
holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. The bill received bipartisan
APRIL NEWSLETTER
support and was signed into law by President Joe Biden on June 17, 2021.

2021 Chamber of the Year Winner!!!
An announcement was made on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, by the Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives, that OneSpartanburg, Inc. is the 2021 U.S. Chamber of the Year.

Local Growth Gains National Attention
Spartanburg earned another national accolade in July, as the Hub City was named the #1 Best
Place to live in S.C., and the #24 Best Place to live in the U.S., according to U.S. News and
World report.
Of 150 metro areas analyzed nationwide, Spartanburg earned high marks for the abundance of
outdoor recreation opportunities available, our thriving downtown and lively cultural arts
district, our success in economic development and our community’s affordability.

Need Help with Critical Home Repairs?
Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, offers a program call the Critical Home Repair Program,
designed to help homeowners in Spartanburg County maintain their homes by offering critical
home repairs at a fraction of the actual cost!
You can go online at www.habitatspartanburg.org for an (CHRP) application packet. To
participate in the program, you must be able to meet all of the qualifications listed on the
application.

Rent & Utility Assistance

Kathy Rivers, Director of Community Development says, Spartanburg County is partnering
with local agencies to help those who’ve been negatively impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. Contact any of their partners to apply for assistance: Haley Grau, (864) -7760439, haley.grau@spart5.net; Meridith Vachon (864)598-6054, mvachon@spartanburg.org
www.spartanburghousing.org or contact Judy Dodd or Carolyn Wilson at
upstatefamilyresourcecenter@outlook.com or www.upstatefrc.org
*********

“Two types of voices command your attention today. Negative ones fill your mind with
doubt, bitterness, and fear. Positive ones purvey hope and strength. Which one will you
choose to heed?” Max Lucado

Speak Up!!!
We have made a lot of progress and we are continuing
to make progress on the Southside of town and
throughout Spartanburg. There has been recent crime
sprees (too many), not only on the Southside of town
but throughout the city, which should concern all of us.
There are many wonderful people living on the
southside of town--- many of whom have been here up
to 60 years or longer.
It’s more important than ever, that when we see
something that we know isn’t right, to speak up.
Because if you don’t, things will get worse. Even
though there is an up tic of crime, we should continue
to promote and highlight the positive aspects of our
communities. Other communities are experiencing the
same problems or similar problems as we do but they
continue to promote the positives of their communities.
It’s difficult to stay positive with all that’s taking place
lately, but let’s work with authorities to stamp out gun
violence in our Communities.
One of the greatest crime preventions in a
neighborhood is visibility. It’s important that we get
out in our neighborhoods, whether it’s sitting on the
porch, working in the yards, taking a walk or jogging.
And call the police when you see something that seem
suspicious. You don’t have to give your name or where
you live. Just give the address of where you suspect a
crime or illegal activity is occurring. If a crime is
taking place, please call the Police Emergency at 1888-274-6372 or Tip Line at 864-596-2065.
So let’s continue to meet and discuss how we can all
work together to end or at least lessen the increase in
gun violence.
******

A “Speak Up” forum was held at the C.C. Woodson
Center on July 31, 2021, to gather suggestions from
residents on how to combat the recent rise in gunrelated homicides in Spartanburg. A report of the data
taken was given to Council members at its August 9,
2021 meeting. Thanks to Chris “Ceej” Jefferson, Toni
Sutton & Hope Blackley for organizing the forum.

Grocery Update
The City has honored its word by allowing the grocery
owners to make their own announcement. The grocery
owners are planning on attending our City Council
meeting on August 23, 2021 to make this formal
announcement. We are all excited for this moment!

A New Court House!
A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new
County courthouse, at 180 Magnolia Street, in
downtown Spartanburg on July 13, 2021. There were
several speakers for the ceremony.
The Honorable Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty, of
the S.C. Supreme Court, said, "A courthouse is
more than just a building. A courthouse is the
focal point in a community. It has a purpose. The
courthouse, quite frankly, is what keeps a community
together, because it is the seat of the rule of law."

Henry Laye Retires
After serving Spartanburg County as the elections
director for 14 years, Henry Laye retired on June 30,
2021. On May 3, 2021, members of the S.C. Senate,
the Honorables (Tom Corbin, Josh Kimbrell, Scott
Talley, Shane Martin & Harvey Peeler), presented
Henry with a Resolution, during their Delegation
meeting.
I served on the Voter Registration & Election Board
for four years, and was always impressed with Henry’s
calm demeanor. He always made sure things ran
smoothly, fairly and ethically.
Adam Hammonds,
former director of
Berkeley County
Voter Registration &
Elections began his
duties as Spartanburg
County’s director of
election on June 21. The Spartanburg County Voter
Registration & Election is located at 366 N. Church
St., Suite 1630, Spartanburg 29303. Phone 864-5962549

L-R: Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty, City Councilwomen J.

Ruth Littlejohn & Megan Smith and Allen Smith, President &
CEO of OneSpartanburg. Photo was taken by: India Samuel

The existing courthouse opened in 1958 and became
outgrown, along with the repeated issues of mold.
Chief Justice Beatty, said mold problems persisted
long before former Clerk of Court Hope Blackley and
former Judge Roger Couch took the mold problem
public in August 2016.
Manning Lynch, chairman of County Council, said
construction of the new court house will take 26
months, followed by nine months of demolition of the
current courthouse.
County Councilman David Britt said the influx of
construction workers, along with the employees and
those who do business at the courthouse, will be an
economic boom for downtown Spartanburg.
Allen Smith, president and CEO of OneSpartanburg,
Inc. said the new project will support a total of 1,839
jobs and bring a total of $240 million in economic
impact. "By putting our courthouse within easy
walking distance to downtown, you will see a
tremendous increase in customers flocking to the shops
and restaurants," he said. Continued on page 3
Court House continued from page 2…

Health Fair at J.C. Bull

WHITE’S

Pine Street Exxon
White’s Exxon

2165 S. Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-3350
Phone: 585-1226
JUNIE WHITE- Owner

Redistricting Concerns
On July 27, 2021, Charles Mann, a Redistricting
Fellow and former State Rep. Brenda Lee Pryce, held
a meeting at the C.C. Woodson Center to discuss
redistricting. The South Carolina Senate Judiciary
Committee met the first week of August to kick off
state Redistricting efforts following the 2020 Census.
As part of the kickoff, it was announced that there will
be a series of public hearings around the state. The
purpose, is to get public input into the drawing of
electoral lines for SC Senate jurisdictions and the 7
Congressional seats.
The public hearing for Spartanburg, Abbeville,
Anderson, Cherokee, Greenwood, Greenville, Laurens,
Oconee, Pickens and Union was held on August 2,
2021 in Greenville.

Tamidra S. Wilkins, 2nd from right, Spartanburg
Housing Authority, Multi-Family Coordinator is joined
by Vendors, residents, volunteers and S. Converse
resident Brenda Lee Pryce, during a recent Health
Fair at J. C. Bull. Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn
was also in attendance.

Judging Artwork
Congressman William Timmons’ office held its
district’s art competition with local high schools from
Spartanburg and Greenville during the month of May.
The winning piece of art was forwarded on to
Washington, DC to compete in the national art
competition, representing the district and South
Carolina. On May 7, 2021, J. Ruth Littlejohn and
Attorney Kenneth C. Gibson were among the judges
who judged this wonderful artwork that was submitted
by the students. Matthew Gibson, a student at
Dorman was the winner of this wonderful art
competition. Littlejohn represents Spartanburg City
Council District 3 and Gibson represents Greenville
City Council District 3.

“There is a difference between having
opposing viewpoints and being divisive. A
group of people will not completely agree on
every issue, but they can work together
harmoniously if they agree on what truly
matters.” 1 Corinthian
******

“Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely
laid an egg cackles as if she had laid an asteroid.”
Mark Twain

The referendum for the new courthouse was supported
by all known political parties. Great things happen
when we all work together!

L-R: Dorothy Earle (Director, Spartanburg County Register of

Deeds), Dr. Russell Booker (Exec. Director, Spartanburg
Academic Movement & under his agency One Acorn, has been
hired as the Diversity & Economic Inclusion (DEI) Consultant for
the Spartanburg Area Chamber of Commerce), Judge Ashley
Williams (Deputy Director Spartanburg County Register of Deeds
& Municipal Court Judge for Union County) & Lisa O’Connell
(Interim Pres. & CEO, Spartanburg Cultural Center).

Historic Occasion!!!
The Spartanburg County Foundation hosted a grand
opening for its new $6 million Robert Hett Chapman
III Center for Philanthropy on June 29, 2021. Mary
Thomas, executive director for the new center and
Chief Operating Officer of The Spartanburg County
Foundation, said, this is a historic occasion as this is
the first center for philanthropy in the state of South
Carolina. Troy Hanna, Chief Executive Officer of the
Spartanburg County Foundation, said this will bring
new tools and new ideas that will help build the
capacity of nonprofit organizations of all sizes.
This facility has 15,000 square feet and of the $6
million, $4 million was donated by Spartanburg
philanthropist Jerry Richardson. This historic site
sits on land that was donated to the Foundation by
Susu and George Dean Johnson in 2017.

J. W. Woodward
1 9 1 6 – 2 01 6
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Honoring Priscilla Rumley
Pamela & Fred Stoll, members of the Unitarian
Universalist Church, will hold a ceremony to honor
Priscilla Rumley on Saturday, September 18th in the
South Converse Park. A plaque with a picture of
Priscilla Rumley will be posted on the Little Free
Library, in the park near the playground. The event
will begin at 11:00am and will conclude within an hour
The child artist who decorated the Little Free Library
will be recognized.
The UUC will monitor the LFL and keep it stocked
with books, as part of their Social Justice committee.
*******

“Never succumb to the temptation of bitterness.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

New Director at C.C. Woodson
Kristen Simone Williams is the new director for the
CC Woodson Community Center. Ms. Williams is a
native of Spartanburg. She has a Bachelor’s Degree
from South Carolina State University in Sports
Communication with a minor in Physical Education;
Master’s Degree from Clemson University in Parks
and Recreation Management. She brings over ten years
of experience working with youth and families. Ms.
Williams is passionate about her community, and
thrives to create programming that will enhance the
City of Spartanburg. Welcome!

Camp Croft Courts Reunion
A Camp Croft Courts Reunion will be held at the C.C.
Woodson Community Center, located at 210 Bomar
Ave., Spartanburg 29306, on Sat., Sept. 18, 2021 from
3:00pm-7:00pm. Volunteers are needed. T-shirts will
be for sale. Bring your lawn chairs. There will be food,
fun and games. Brian Cohen is chairing the event. For
more info, go to FaceBook: CampCroftCourtsReunion.

Making History

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

On May 11, 2021, (on the Floor of the SC General
Assembly) the South Carolina House Democratic
Minority Leader Todd Rutherford, presented former
State Representative Harold Mitchell with framed
pictures of his last day in the Legislature. The Speaker
of the House turned the gavel over to Harold to adjourn
the SC House of Representatives for the 2017
Legislative Session. This was the first time a SC
African American Legislator closed a Legislative
session since Reconstruction. After the presentation,
the Black Caucus gathered around Harold at the podium.

On June 24, 2021, Spartanburg Water and the
Commission of Public Works held a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony to unveil changes/improvements to Lake
Bowen Park. Present for the ceremony were S.C. State
Senator, Josh Kimbrell, City Councilwoman, J. Ruth
Littlejohn, Spartanburg Sanitary Sewer District
Commissioner Jeff Horton, Chief Executive Officer
Sue Schneider, Chief Operating Officer Robert
Walden, Capital Projects Officer Gene Jackson and
other Water Staff members were also present.

L-R: Commissioner Horace Littlejohn, Commissioner Angela Viney,
Senator Josh Kimbrell & Commissioner John Montgomery.

L-R: State Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter (Dist. 66), former Rep.
Horold Mitchell (Dist. 31) & Rep. Chandra Dillard (Dist. 23).

Allstate

Water Commission Chairman John Montgomery,
Commissioner Angela Viney and Commission Vice
Chairman Horace Littlejohn, cut the ribbon at the site
of the new boat ramp. Improvements to Lake Bowen
Park include an additional ramp (designated for
motorized water craft), added parking for vehicles
without boat trailers and designated parking area for
vehicles with boat trailers. The changes and
improvements to Lake Bowen focuses on safety and
provides a more secure environment for families. Go
out and enjoy a beautiful sunny day at the Lake Bowen
Park!

2021 College Fair
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., XI Theta Lambda
Alumni Chapter, is hosting their first College Fair on
Saturday, September 18, 2021 from 10:00 am –
1:00pm at Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church’s
Family Life Center, located at 502 Daniel Morgan
Ave., Spartanburg 29306. The event is FREE and
open to the public. For additional information, contact
Cedric Miller at cmiller0660@gmail.com
******

“So many voices – so few working hands.”

Rocket Laundry

******

“Be the change you want to see in others.”

Speak Up!!!
We have made a lot of progress and we are continuing
to make progress on the Southside of town and
throughout Spartanburg. There has been recent crime
sprees (too many), not only on the Southside of town
but throughout the city, which should concern all of us.
There are many wonderful people living on the
southside of town--- many of whom have been here up
to 60 years or longer.
It’s more important than ever, that when we see
something that we know isn’t right, to speak up.
Because if you don’t, things will get worse. Even
though there is an up tic of crime, we should continue
to promote and highlight the positive aspects of our
communities. Other communities are experiencing the
same problems or similar problems as we do but they
continue to promote the positives of their communities.
It’s difficult to stay positive with all that’s taking place
lately, but let’s work with authorities to stamp out gun
violence in our Communities.
One of the greatest crime preventions in a
neighborhood is visibility. It’s important that we get
out in our neighborhoods, whether it’s sitting on the
porch, working in the yards, taking a walk or jogging.
And call the police when you see something that seem
suspicious. You don’t have to give your name or where
you live. Just give the address of where you suspect a
crime or illegal activity is occurring. If a crime is
taking place, please call the Police Emergency at 1888-274-6372 or Tip Line at 864-596-2065.
So let’s continue to meet and discuss how we can all
work together to end or at least lessen the increase in
gun violence.
******

A “Speak Up” forum was held at the C.C. Woodson
Center on July 31, 2021, to gather suggestions from
residents on how to combat the recent rise in gunrelated homicides in Spartanburg. A report of the data
taken was given to Council members at its August 9,
2021 meeting. Thanks to Chris “Ceej” Jefferson, Toni
Sutton & Hope Blackley for organizing the forum.

Grocery Update
The City has honored its word by allowing the grocery
owners to make their own announcement. The grocery
owners are planning on attending our City Council
meeting on August 23, 2021 to make this formal
announcement. We are all excited for this moment!

A New Court House!
A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new
County courthouse, at 180 Magnolia Street, in
downtown Spartanburg on July 13, 2021. There were
several speakers for the ceremony.
The Honorable Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty, of
the S.C. Supreme Court, said, "A courthouse is
more than just a building. A courthouse is the
focal point in a community. It has a purpose. The
courthouse, quite frankly, is what keeps a community
together, because it is the seat of the rule of law."

Henry Laye Retires
After serving Spartanburg County as the elections
director for 14 years, Henry Laye retired on June 30,
2021. On May 3, 2021, members of the S.C. Senate,
the Honorables (Tom Corbin, Josh Kimbrell, Scott
Talley, Shane Martin & Harvey Peeler), presented
Henry with a Resolution, during their Delegation
meeting.
I served on the Voter Registration & Election Board
for four years, and was always impressed with Henry’s
calm demeanor. He always made sure things ran
smoothly, fairly and ethically.
Adam Hammonds,
former director of
Berkeley County
Voter Registration &
Elections began his
duties as Spartanburg
County’s director of
election on June 21. The Spartanburg County Voter
Registration & Election is located at 366 N. Church
St., Suite 1630, Spartanburg 29303. Phone 864-5962549

L-R: Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty, City Councilwomen J.

Ruth Littlejohn & Megan Smith and Allen Smith, President &
CEO of OneSpartanburg. Photo was taken by: India Samuel

The existing courthouse opened in 1958 and became
outgrown, along with the repeated issues of mold.
Chief Justice Beatty, said mold problems persisted
long before former Clerk of Court Hope Blackley and
former Judge Roger Couch took the mold problem
public in August 2016.
Manning Lynch, chairman of County Council, said
construction of the new court house will take 26
months, followed by nine months of demolition of the
current courthouse.
County Councilman David Britt said the influx of
construction workers, along with the employees and
those who do business at the courthouse, will be an
economic boom for downtown Spartanburg.
Allen Smith, president and CEO of OneSpartanburg,
Inc. said the new project will support a total of 1,839
jobs and bring a total of $240 million in economic
impact. "By putting our courthouse within easy
walking distance to downtown, you will see a
tremendous increase in customers flocking to the shops
and restaurants," he said. Continued on page 3
Court House continued from page 2…

Health Fair at J.C. Bull

WHITE’S

Pine Street Exxon
White’s Exxon

2165 S. Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-3350
Phone: 585-1226
JUNIE WHITE- Owner

Redistricting Concerns
On July 27, 2021, Charles Mann, a Redistricting
Fellow and former State Rep. Brenda Lee Pryce, held
a meeting at the C.C. Woodson Center to discuss
redistricting. The South Carolina Senate Judiciary
Committee met the first week of August to kick off
state Redistricting efforts following the 2020 Census.
As part of the kickoff, it was announced that there will
be a series of public hearings around the state. The
purpose, is to get public input into the drawing of
electoral lines for SC Senate jurisdictions and the 7
Congressional seats.
The public hearing for Spartanburg, Abbeville,
Anderson, Cherokee, Greenwood, Greenville, Laurens,
Oconee, Pickens and Union was held on August 2,
2021 in Greenville.

Tamidra S. Wilkins, 2nd from right, Spartanburg
Housing Authority, Multi-Family Coordinator is joined
by Vendors, residents, volunteers and S. Converse
resident Brenda Lee Pryce, during a recent Health
Fair at J. C. Bull. Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn
was also in attendance.

Judging Artwork
Congressman William Timmons’ office held its
district’s art competition with local high schools from
Spartanburg and Greenville during the month of May.
The winning piece of art was forwarded on to
Washington, DC to compete in the national art
competition, representing the district and South
Carolina. On May 7, 2021, J. Ruth Littlejohn and
Attorney Kenneth C. Gibson were among the judges
who judged this wonderful artwork that was submitted
by the students. Matthew Gibson, a student at
Dorman was the winner of this wonderful art
competition. Littlejohn represents Spartanburg City
Council District 3 and Gibson represents Greenville
City Council District 3.

“There is a difference between having
opposing viewpoints and being divisive. A
group of people will not completely agree on
every issue, but they can work together
harmoniously if they agree on what truly
matters.” 1 Corinthian
******

“Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely
laid an egg cackles as if she had laid an asteroid.”
Mark Twain

Honoring Our Youth!
Congratulations to Adom Appiah, who was recently
honored with the Billie Jean King Youth Leadership
Award at the 2021 ESPN Sports Humanitarian
Awards. The event was held at the Rooftop at Pier 17,
located within the Seaport in New York City and was
aired as a 90-minute television special on Saturday,
July 24, 2021, at 2 p.m. on ABC.
The Billie Jean King Youth Leadership Award
celebrates and honors youth who are using the power
of sport as a catalyst for change and making a positive
impact on society. The award comes with a $10,000
cash prize.

Economic Growth!!

Spartanburg is experiencing the healthiest period of
economic growth in its history. “Progress can be seen
across the city. From several large residential projects
currently underway to a drawing board that includes
another downtown hotel and more than $200 million in
public buildings.
The Historic Mary H. Wright School. New life is
being put into this historic building. This is an $11
million investment and will feature 53 apartments.
The Fitzgerald, located at the corner of Kennedy,
Advent, Union and Henry, is the latest downtown
residential project. This project includes affordable
workforce housing and will bring 132 mixed
apartments to the downtown area.
The Ellington, new affordable senior apartments for
Spartanburg’s north side are nearing completion.

COVID Update

A COVID-19 variant, called delta, is rapidly spreading
around the United States. It’s reported about 20% of
the nation’s new COVID-19 cases are now believed to
be the delta variant. Follow the CDC and their
guidelines to get the latest updates on the COVID
virus.

Did you know?

The following was taken from the Herald-Journal on
July 4, 2021, by Columnist for USA TODAY, Connie
Schultz: “Tips left on credit card receipts are subject
to a 3% deduction for service charges. That is why I
always try to carry cash when I dine out, and
encourage you to do so, too. It’s the surest way for
your server to get the tip you intended. If you aren’t
sure how tips are handled, ask your server.”
*****

Contact: jrlittlejohn1967@gmail.com
864-573-5066 (Hm) 864-909-7244(cell)

Tidbits
City Council Meetings, take place every 2nd and 4th
Mondays, at 5:30pm. Due to COVID, meetings will
probably revert back to the C.C. Woodson Center,
rather than City Council Chambers, until further notice.

No Spring Fling….No Problem! Unfortunately, there
will be no Spring Fling again this year. However, get
ready, because the Criterium will take place Aug. 20,
2021.

More bicycle and walking trails could soon be
coming to Spartanburg County’s west side. According
to Laura Ringo, executive director and Ned Barret,
trails coordinator for Partners for Active Living. If
approved by County Council, the 18 miles added to the
existing 32 mile Daniel Morgan Trail (The Dan) will
make it a 50 mile countywide system.
Drive-In BINGO, is every 3rd Friday at T.K. Gregg at
10 a.m. (except when raining)
Senior Water Aerobics, FREE at T.K. Gregg,
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Neighborhood Cleanups – although recent cleanups
were cancelled for the South Converse Neighborhood,
I want to thank Lisa Gist, Sheila Dawkins & Horace
Littlejohn for helping me in a cleanup on June 26,
2021.
Newsletter Distributions: Thanks to Bernice Lewis,
Joan & Bennie Drummond, Linda Sanders, Elaine
Collins, Sheila Dawkins & Horace Littlejohn for
their help in delivering Littlejohn Speaks Newsletters.
START: ME…Looking to start or grow a business?
Get the tools you need to take your business or
business ideals to the next level. All sessions are free!
Contact Northside Development Group, 864-598-0097,

Ext 1, 698 Howard St., Spartanburg 29303,
www.SpartanburgNDG.Com
******

“People are often unreasonable and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway. If you are kind, people may accuse
you of ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. If you are
honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway. If you
find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do
good anyway. Give the world the best you have and it may
never be enough. Give your best anyway. For you see, in
the end, it is between you and God. It was never between
you and them anyway.” Dr. Kent Keith
© Copyright 2021 Jessie Ruth Littlejohn. All Rights
Reserved
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Juneteenth a Federal Holiday!!!
Congress has passed bipartisan legislation officially recognizing Juneteenth as a federal
holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. The bill received bipartisan
APRIL NEWSLETTER
support and was signed into law by President Joe Biden on June 17, 2021.

2021 Chamber of the Year Winner!!!
An announcement was made on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, by the Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives, that OneSpartanburg, Inc. is the 2021 U.S. Chamber of the Year.

Local Growth Gains National Attention
Spartanburg earned another national accolade in July, as the Hub City was named the #1 Best
Place to live in S.C., and the #24 Best Place to live in the U.S., according to U.S. News and
World report.
Of 150 metro areas analyzed nationwide, Spartanburg earned high marks for the abundance of
outdoor recreation opportunities available, our thriving downtown and lively cultural arts
district, our success in economic development and our community’s affordability.

Need Help with Critical Home Repairs?
Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, offers a program call the Critical Home Repair Program,
designed to help homeowners in Spartanburg County maintain their homes by offering critical
home repairs at a fraction of the actual cost!
You can go online at www.habitatspartanburg.org for an (CHRP) application packet. To
participate in the program, you must be able to meet all of the qualifications listed on the
application.

Rent & Utility Assistance

Kathy Rivers, Director of Community Development says, Spartanburg County is partnering
with local agencies to help those who’ve been negatively impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. Contact any of their partners to apply for assistance: Haley Grau, (864) -7760439, haley.grau@spart5.net; Meridith Vachon (864)598-6054, mvachon@spartanburg.org
www.spartanburghousing.org or contact Judy Dodd or Carolyn Wilson at
upstatefamilyresourcecenter@outlook.com or www.upstatefrc.org
*********

“Two types of voices command your attention today. Negative ones fill your mind with
doubt, bitterness, and fear. Positive ones purvey hope and strength. Which one will you
choose to heed?” Max Lucado

