Blue Duck Scooters
On Thursday, May 27th, the City of Spartanburg held a
launching event for Blue Duck’s dockless electric scooters,
a new way for people to get around within the city. While
riding these scooters, you need to be aware of your
surroundings and stay off the sidewalks while you ride
them. While Blue Duck Scooters are the first to be
launched in the State of South Carolina, we do not want
them to be the last. Therefore, let us do our part by
following the rules.

City Councilman Jamie Fulmer (Mayor Pro Tem) and
Laura Ringo (Partner for Active Living CEO), welcomed
attendees. Assistant City Manager Mitch Kennedy, City
Councilmembers Jerome Rice and J. Ruth Littlejohn,
Jalitha Moore (Outgoing Director of Business Engagement
& Inclusion for OneSpartanburg, Inc.), Landon Cohen
(Light Transportation Co. CEO) & Debra Moore were
among the attendees and rode the scooters.

Recycle & Garbage Schedules
Recycle bins (blue bins) are collected on the 1st & 3rd
Mondays, even on holidays (except for Christmas and
New Year’s). If Christmas or New Year’s fall on the 1st or
3rd Monday, there is no makeup day.
The garbage bins (gray) are collected on Thursdays, as early
as 8:00 a.m. If a holiday falls on this day, pickup will be
the following day - a one day delay.
There are some items the city does not collect. If you are
not sure what is or is not collected, please go online, or give
them a call at 596-3690.

COVID-19

Governor Henry McMaster has ended South Carolina’s
ongoing pandemic-related state of emergency. You are not
required to wear masks anymore, however many of us will
continue to wear them until we feel comfortable. Also,
many places of worship are still requiring masks be worn.
Whatever you decide to do, put safety first.
******

“I see challenges, even problems, As Opportunities.”

Happy Father’s Day!!!

Updates
Next SCNA Cleanup is June 26. Next meeting is Aug. 2
July 4th – Red White and Boom
July 8th – Music on Main, weekly series returns
July 31 – Panther Party at Panther’s Training Camp
August 20 – The Crit returns

Congratulations…
To: Dr. Kay E. Woodward. An Honorary Street Sign will
be placed on a portion of Howard Street, beginning at Hub
City Farmers Market and ending at Fremont Street. Dr.
Woodward is the President and Owner of J. W. Woodward
Funeral Home, the oldest black, family-owned business in
Spartanburg. She is an optimistic, genuine, tireless public
servant and philanthropist in her community, business,
church and state. Congratulation, Kay!
To: Jennifer Clark Evins, Chapman Cultural Center’s
President and CEO, will take on a new role as of June 21st,
as the President and CEO of the United Arts of Central
Florida, that is based in Orlando. The Chapman Cultural
Center has enjoyed immense success under Jennifer’s
leadership. Thank you and Congratulations Jennifer!
To: Tamika Thompson, upon receiving The Start: Me
Spartanburg top award. Winners of the loans were
announced on May 1, 2021, at the fifth annual Start: Me
Graduation and Showcase. The Start: Me Spartanburg
program, is a partnership between The University of South
Carolina Upstate’s George Dean Johnson, Jr. College of
Business and Economics and the Northside Development
Group.
Tamika has also opened her new virtual bookstore in
Spartanburg, prioritizing and curating Black authors and
stories. She wants readers to explore Black authors beyond
Black History Month in February. Congratulations Tamika!
To: Lee Close. After serving as Executive Director for
Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, since 2013, Lee is
retiring. Thank you for your service Lee!
******

My sympathy is extended to the family of Rosemary
Byerly, who passed on May 8, 2021. Rosemary served as
the Chair of Spartanburg County’s Voter Registration &
Election Commission. Rosemary was a friend to many and
was always willing to serve!
*******

Because I am not a non-profit, I may not always be
able to afford getting my letters printed. However, if
you have an email and would like to receive the
letters whenever they are published, please send it to
me at jrlittlejohn1967@gmail.com. Please include
your name and address. If you don’t mind sharing
your phone number, please send that as well. Thanks

J. Ruth Littlejohn 864-573-5066

June 2021

District 7’s Free 4K Program
Have you heard? School District 7 is offering FREE all day 4K!!! Enrolling your child in
4K is critical to success throughout their education! The FREE 4K program is expanding into
APRIL
District 7’s elementary schools and it is open to children who will be age
4 byNEWSLETTER
September
st
1 . Bus transportation is available, breakfast, snack and lunch are served daily.
Did you know 90% of brain development occurs between birth and age 5? Space may be
limited, so call or visit your neighborhood elementary school to apply today! Schools
currently participating are Cleveland Elementary, Mary H. Wright, E.P. Todd, Drayton Mills
and Mavericks Elementary. Jesse Boyd and Pine Street Elementary will soon be added. For
more information: Spartanburg7.org/4K
The following was taken from a Mary Black Foundation Blog: “By talking to a child you
have the power to improve his/her life forever. Studies have shown that talk is one of the
biggest factors driving brain growth. Low levels of parent-child verbal interaction in these
earliest years are a key reason too many children enter school significantly behind their peers.
By talking to a child, specifically between the ages of birth to three years old, you are
preparing him/her for kindergarten which ultimately is an indicator of future success well into
adulthood.”

Free Home Buyer Event and Expo

On June 26, 2021, from 8:30am – 1:00pm, the City of Spartanburg, Spartanburg County,
Spartanburg Association of REALTORS ®, Community Works and Northside Development
Group are sponsoring a free Home Buyer Event and Expo. The event will take place at Dr.
T.K. Gregg Community Center, 650 Howard Street, Spartanburg 29303. Learn about the
entire process of buying a home, how to improve your finances & credit, and connect with
agencies & organizations that can help you along the way. You must register in advance to
receive a Box Lunch. Social distancing measures will be in place. For more information,
contact the Spartanburg Association of REALTORS® at 864-583-3679 or email
julie@spartanburgrealtors.com for questions.

Juneteenth Cleanup
The Juneteenth Committee, chaired by County Councilman Monier Abusaft, is hosting a Cleanup on
Saturday, June 19th, @ 10:00 a.m. Meet at the New Day Baptist Church, 2090 South Church Ext.,
Spartanburg 29306. Organizations, including neighborhood associations, fraternities, sororities,
churches, bike clubs, that bring ten (10) or more people will qualify for a $500 grant; To register,
email Monier Abusaft at mo@moabusaft.com.
Saturday: Conway Park at 11:00 for Juneteenth Heritage Festival; 11:00-3:00 Woven at Chapman
Cultural Center
Thursday, June 17 @ 6:00 Macedonia Baptist Church (Race seminar) -moderated by Dr. McDaniels

This is How We Grow

Grocery Update
Waiting for the new grocery store is like waiting to
open presents during the holidays, however we know it
is on the way. If you have been by the old Sav-A-Lot
building recently, you can see there’s work in progress.
I am told billboards will go up over the next few
weeks/months. However, we still cannot let the pig out
of the basket, not yet anyway. Stay tuned!

Southside Farmers Market Shuttle
The Hub City Farmer’s Market is partnering with the
YMCA to provide a Southside Farmers Market shuttle
on the 4th Saturday of the month. They have 3 great
stops that they hope are central enough for people to
get to and need your help spreading the word!

Never too Young to Learn
Remember the Swim Center? The Southside Garden
Committee, comprised of Church of the Advent
parishioners and Spartanburg School District 7
employees, is cultivating the unused land (former location of the Swim Center) adjacent to Advent’s partner
school, Mary H. Wright Elementary, into a multipurpose, nutrient-rich garden. The garden will serve
many purposes, including serving as an alternative
learning platform for students at Mary H. Wright
Elementary. The garden will offer students lessons in
plant growth, including math and science components,
and will promote the importance of teamwork with
hands on learning experiences. We are asking all
residents to assist in the garden maintenance. Pictured
above are Jeff Stevens (Superintendent, School
District 7), Julie Schwartz (Advent Church) and
Tamidra S. Wilkins (Spartanburg Housing Authority,
Multi-Family Coordinator).
If you, or you know someone who would like to help
fund this project, make checks payable to The Church
of the Advent. In the Memo write “MHW Garden” or
go online to www.churchofadvent.org/waystogive,
click “Give online now” & choose “Designated Fund”
then in the Memo type “MHW Garden.” Contacts:
Joy Oates – 415-9095 & Julie Schwartz – 504-8776.
Also, if you or your church or organization would like
to volunteer, please contact Joy, Julie, J. Ruth
Littlejohn at 864-909-7244 or Luther Norman at
864-205-7249.
“It is important to remember our beginnings, in order to
appreciate where we are today.”

It is especially important that we teach our children the
value of work, even the simple chores you assign them
around the house. By doing so, we are teaching them
strong work ethics and life skills that will benefit them
as they become adults.
The skills children learn, cutting the grass, making sure
garbage bins are taken to and removed from the curb,
cleaning up the kitchen, making their beds, etc., are
skills that will shape them when they reach the age of
employment. They are never too young to learn how to
work. After all, professionals are expected to show up
on time & do the job they are paid to do. Also, it is
important to teach children to volunteer (and do so
freely), it will pay off in the end.
We should never put ourselves above doing any type
of honest work. As my grandmother would say, “even
as a street sweeper, sweep to the best of your ability,
because someone may be looking and may want you to
come work for them

Two Seniors Among Youngest to
Graduate

Sydney Broadus and
Ta-Taya Campbell,
both of Spartanburg,
participated in a fouryear dual enrollment
program through
Spartanburg High
School where they
took a mix of high
school and college
courses. By the time
they entered Winthrop
in 2019, they had
earned an associate degree and had enough credits
at Spartanburg Community College to start
Winthrop as upperclassmen.
Sydney Broadus, 19, granddaughter of Louise
Gossett, who lives in the South Converse
Neighborhood, earned a mass communication degree
in broadcasting and a minor in marketing. Her goal is
to become a radio broadcaster and social media
influencer on YouTube and other platforms.

We are all frustrated with the amount of litter that is
tossed from vehicles or by individuals walking thru
communities. We believe by reaching the children,
they in turn can remind their parents that it is not cool
to litter. On April 21, 2021, Keep One Spartanburg
Beautiful Board Members, Christy Snow (Executive
Director), Wesley Hammond (Chair) and Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn, met with District 7 School
Superintendent, Jeff Stevens, and District 7 Principals
to see the possibilities of making this a focus in our
schools, by placing signs encouraging students not to
litter.

Woodward Funeral Home
1 9 1 6 – 2 01 6

Celebrating 100 Years of Service
T H E J . W . W O O D W A R D F U NE R A L H O ME, INC.
ESTABLISHED 1916

The Home That Service Built

“Beautiful

things happen when you take pride in yourself”

On May 15, the City of Spartanburg partnered with
Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful for the Great
American Cleanup. About 280 volunteers participated in this event. Evelyn Blakely, President of
the Liberty Heights Neighborhood was proud to
have helpers. Three of the students volunteering, are
all in the Honors Program at Carver Middle School:
T’Javeon Dandy, Zahari Archie Mills & Abril GarciaChantres. The adults in this photo are

Tyrone Aiken, Jerome Blakley & volunteer.

Meeting with the Superintendent

Rocket Laundry

594 HOWARD STREET | SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 2 9303 | (86 4) 582- 6751

Great American Cleanup

“Every race and every nation should be judged by the
best it has been able to produce, not by the worst.”

James Weldon Johnson

Among the City Workers volunteering were Mitch Kennedy
(Assist. City Manager), Martin Livingston (Neighborhood Services)
Christy Snow (Director KOSB), Kathy Hill (Community
Relations), Jeff Tillerson & Leroy Jeter (Pres. Highland NA).

Listed are some of the volunteers from the South Converse
Community: Joyce Harrison, Barbara Rutledge, Horace &
J. Ruth LittleJohn, Bernard Wheeler, Richard Wheeler,
other members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Elaine
Collins, Deangelo Williams, Masin Williams, Missay
Williams, Brenda Lee Pryce, Caveril Pryce, Andre Williams,
Nicholas Jagger, Sike Jagger, Alvin Lewis, Fred Moss,
Ernest Rice, Ernest Rice iii, Roy Gee, Frederick Keenan,
Josiah Keenan, Willis Dyle, Jamie Jeter & Angela Gist.
******

“I am always willing to put myself out there to
learn even more about my community & what I
can do to make it even better.”

John Lewis Voting Rights Act Day

Investing in Our Community

Service Honored

Southside Lion’s 10th Anniversary

Civil rights icon and former Congressman John
Lewis famously wrote, “The right to vote is precious,
almost sacred. It is the most powerful nonviolent tool
or instrument in a democratic society. We must use
it.” On May 8, 2021, the Upstate Action Alliance,
Ubuntu Institute, Spartanburg Initiative for Racial
Equity Now and the League of Women Voters, held a
news conference at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church, to
draw attention to the voting rights bill in Congress.
Following the news conference, a motorcade traveled
to the College Park Neighborhood to continue the
“Honoring Mothers and Voting Rights event.

This fall, Spartanburg Community College is offering
tuition-free institutional scholarships to all collegeeligible students throughout the 2021-2022 academic
year. Free tuition at SCC is available to anyone with a
desire to begin or continue their education, including:
(1) Adults with some college (2) Adults with no
college (3) Recent high school graduates (4) Dual
enrolled high school students (5) Career changers (6)
Anyone who needs a do-over – start college again (7)
Anyone who lives or works in South Carolina. All
college-eligible students who enroll at SCC with a
minimum of six credit hours (typically two courses)
are eligible for SCC’s free tuition for the 2021-2022
academic year.
To qualify for SCC’s free tuition, students must
complete a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) and have exhausted all other grants, aid,
scholarship, etc. Assistance may include but is not
limited to grants (Federal Pell Grants, Federal
Supplemental Opportunity Grant, S.C. Needs-Based
Grant): and scholarships, SC Lottery Tuition
Assistance Program (LTAP), etc. If you are a current
student or have applied within the last year, there is
no need to submit a new application. You just need
to register for classes (if you have not done so) and
complete the 2021-2022 FAFSA. If you have
questions, email admissions@sccsc.edu.

On May 10, 2021, Spartanburg City Council paid
honor to Mrs. Roberta Mattison Henderson, with a
Proclamation presented by City Councilwoman J.
Ruth Littlejohn. Mrs. Henderson was also presented
a Resolution from the State of South Carolina by her
daughter, Representative Rosalyn Henderson-Myers.
Mrs. Henderson is the widow of former City
Councilman Roy C. Henderson, with whom she
raised three children, Rev. Ronald Henderson, Rep.
Rosalyn Henderson-Myers, and Robin Bullock.
After graduating from Friendship Junior College at the
age of 16, Mrs. Henderson began her university studies
at what is now known as South Carolina State
University; there she joined Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. (AKA), the nation’s first Greek-lettered
sorority for African American women. She was among
15 charter members of the sorority’s Epsilon Beta
Omega Chapter that is in Spartanburg, SC, where Mrs.
Henderson has earned Diamond Status (75 years) and
is the only remaining member of the initial group.
Both of Mrs. Henderson’s daughters are members of
Alpha Kappa Alpha. It is an honor for me, to call
Mrs. Roberta Mattison Henderson my Soror!

On May 27, 2021, the Spartanburg Southside Lion’s
Club celebrated its 10th Anniversary, with a luncheon
at the 1881 Event Center, followed by a dinner at the
Piedmont Club. The guest speaker was Lion’s
International First Vice President, Mr. Douglas X
Alexander, from Brooklyn, NY. Mr. Alexander
chartered the Spartanburg Southside Lion’s Club in
June 2011. I am proud to say my husband Horace and
I were among those chartered under Mr. Alexander.
Mr. Zane McMillian & Dr. Eugene Speiss were our
Guiding Lions, they were also present for the
Anniversary. The Club’s first president was Rev.
Michael W.D. Henderson (6 mos.), followed by Wes
Corrothers (1 ½ years), followed by Earlene
Corrothers to present.

L-R: Darcell Davis-Williams, Joyce Harrison, Councilwoman J. Ruth LittleJohn, Jason Spencer, Christina
Johanningmeier, Dr. Boisha Wofford, Commissioner
Horace Littlejohn & Cynthia Hoey.
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The Spartanburgers
The Spartanburgers, played their first home game at
Duncan Park in Spartanburg on May 27, 2021. They are a
collegiate summer baseball team, playing in the Coastal
Plain League. The Coastal Plain League (CPL) is a woodbat collegiate summer league, that features college players
recruited throughout the nation.
Among those attending this ribbon cutting event were
Mayor Junie White, City Manager Mitch Kennedy,
OneSpartanburg CEO Allen Smith, and John Kimbrell,
State Rep. Rosalyn Henderson-Myers, Kenneth Myers,
District 7 School Board and City Councilwoman J. Ruth
Littlejohn.

Struggling to keep up with mortgage payments on your
FHA-insured mortgage because of COVID-19? Take
action now to keep your home. Work with your
mortgage servicer to get the help you need. Or,
contact a HUD-approved housing counseling agency to
understand your options. Find out more at
FHA.gov/coronavirus/homeowners

During the celebration, City Councilman Jerome Rice
presented a Proclamation and State Rep. Rosalyn
Henderson-Myers presented a Resolution. Assistant City
Manager, Mitch Kennedy received Citizen of the Year
Award. The club’s president, Earlene Corrothers, received
the Lion of the Year Award, which was presented by her

sister, Lion Kathy D. Smith. Lion Barbara Rutledge
read a poem.
Top photo: Council-

Joining Mrs. Henderson & her family are a few of her
Sorors: L-R: Arian Kennedy Peterson (Basileus, Epsilon
Beta Omega), Dr. Sarah Simmons, Sherry Hillstock, Dr.
Mary Ann Deku, Dr. Marchele Garrett, Mayor Junie White,
Roberta Mattison Henderson, State Rep. Rosalyn Henderson
Myers, Councilwoman J. Ruth LittleJohn, Verotta Kennedy,
Rev. Ronald Henderson, granddaughter, Amariya and Robin
Bullock.

Mortgage Assistant Programs
Keep Your Home: COVID-19 Mortgage Payment Relief.

Mr. Alexander is the first African American to serve
as the Lion’s International First Vice President. On
July1, 2021, he will become the first African American
Lions Club International President, serving 46,000
clubs and 1.35 million members, located in 210
countries.

Allstate Ins.

woman Littlejohn
Speaks with Mr.
Alexander, Councilman Rice, Dr. Russell
Booker, Dr. Eugene

Speiss & Assistant City
Man. Mitch Kennedy in
background. Center:
Corrothers and Kennedy
Received awards, Mr.
Alexander looks on.
Bottom: Lion Zane
McMillian &
Dr. Eugene Speiss share
a moment of laughter.
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enrolled high school students (5) Career changers (6)
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To qualify for SCC’s free tuition, students must
complete a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) and have exhausted all other grants, aid,
scholarship, etc. Assistance may include but is not
limited to grants (Federal Pell Grants, Federal
Supplemental Opportunity Grant, S.C. Needs-Based
Grant): and scholarships, SC Lottery Tuition
Assistance Program (LTAP), etc. If you are a current
student or have applied within the last year, there is
no need to submit a new application. You just need
to register for classes (if you have not done so) and
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Proclamation presented by City Councilwoman J.
Ruth Littlejohn. Mrs. Henderson was also presented
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is the only remaining member of the initial group.
Both of Mrs. Henderson’s daughters are members of
Alpha Kappa Alpha. It is an honor for me, to call
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On May 27, 2021, the Spartanburg Southside Lion’s
Club celebrated its 10th Anniversary, with a luncheon
at the 1881 Event Center, followed by a dinner at the
Piedmont Club. The guest speaker was Lion’s
International First Vice President, Mr. Douglas X
Alexander, from Brooklyn, NY. Mr. Alexander
chartered the Spartanburg Southside Lion’s Club in
June 2011. I am proud to say my husband Horace and
I were among those chartered under Mr. Alexander.
Mr. Zane McMillian & Dr. Eugene Speiss were our
Guiding Lions, they were also present for the
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This is How We Grow

Grocery Update
Waiting for the new grocery store is like waiting to
open presents during the holidays, however we know it
is on the way. If you have been by the old Sav-A-Lot
building recently, you can see there’s work in progress.
I am told billboards will go up over the next few
weeks/months. However, we still cannot let the pig out
of the basket, not yet anyway. Stay tuned!

Southside Farmers Market Shuttle
The Hub City Farmer’s Market is partnering with the
YMCA to provide a Southside Farmers Market shuttle
on the 4th Saturday of the month. They have 3 great
stops that they hope are central enough for people to
get to and need your help spreading the word!

Never too Young to Learn
Remember the Swim Center? The Southside Garden
Committee, comprised of Church of the Advent
parishioners and Spartanburg School District 7
employees, is cultivating the unused land (former location of the Swim Center) adjacent to Advent’s partner
school, Mary H. Wright Elementary, into a multipurpose, nutrient-rich garden. The garden will serve
many purposes, including serving as an alternative
learning platform for students at Mary H. Wright
Elementary. The garden will offer students lessons in
plant growth, including math and science components,
and will promote the importance of teamwork with
hands on learning experiences. We are asking all
residents to assist in the garden maintenance. Pictured
above are Jeff Stevens (Superintendent, School
District 7), Julie Schwartz (Advent Church) and
Tamidra S. Wilkins (Spartanburg Housing Authority,
Multi-Family Coordinator).
If you, or you know someone who would like to help
fund this project, make checks payable to The Church
of the Advent. In the Memo write “MHW Garden” or
go online to www.churchofadvent.org/waystogive,
click “Give online now” & choose “Designated Fund”
then in the Memo type “MHW Garden.” Contacts:
Joy Oates – 415-9095 & Julie Schwartz – 504-8776.
Also, if you or your church or organization would like
to volunteer, please contact Joy, Julie, J. Ruth
Littlejohn at 864-909-7244 or Luther Norman at
864-205-7249.
“It is important to remember our beginnings, in order to
appreciate where we are today.”

It is especially important that we teach our children the
value of work, even the simple chores you assign them
around the house. By doing so, we are teaching them
strong work ethics and life skills that will benefit them
as they become adults.
The skills children learn, cutting the grass, making sure
garbage bins are taken to and removed from the curb,
cleaning up the kitchen, making their beds, etc., are
skills that will shape them when they reach the age of
employment. They are never too young to learn how to
work. After all, professionals are expected to show up
on time & do the job they are paid to do. Also, it is
important to teach children to volunteer (and do so
freely), it will pay off in the end.
We should never put ourselves above doing any type
of honest work. As my grandmother would say, “even
as a street sweeper, sweep to the best of your ability,
because someone may be looking and may want you to
come work for them

Two Seniors Among Youngest to
Graduate

Sydney Broadus and
Ta-Taya Campbell,
both of Spartanburg,
participated in a fouryear dual enrollment
program through
Spartanburg High
School where they
took a mix of high
school and college
courses. By the time
they entered Winthrop
in 2019, they had
earned an associate degree and had enough credits
at Spartanburg Community College to start
Winthrop as upperclassmen.
Sydney Broadus, 19, granddaughter of Louise
Gossett, who lives in the South Converse
Neighborhood, earned a mass communication degree
in broadcasting and a minor in marketing. Her goal is
to become a radio broadcaster and social media
influencer on YouTube and other platforms.

We are all frustrated with the amount of litter that is
tossed from vehicles or by individuals walking thru
communities. We believe by reaching the children,
they in turn can remind their parents that it is not cool
to litter. On April 21, 2021, Keep One Spartanburg
Beautiful Board Members, Christy Snow (Executive
Director), Wesley Hammond (Chair) and Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn, met with District 7 School
Superintendent, Jeff Stevens, and District 7 Principals
to see the possibilities of making this a focus in our
schools, by placing signs encouraging students not to
litter.

Woodward Funeral Home
1 9 1 6 – 2 01 6

Celebrating 100 Years of Service
T H E J . W . W O O D W A R D F U NE R A L H O ME, INC.
ESTABLISHED 1916

The Home That Service Built

“Beautiful

things happen when you take pride in yourself”

On May 15, the City of Spartanburg partnered with
Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful for the Great
American Cleanup. About 280 volunteers participated in this event. Evelyn Blakely, President of
the Liberty Heights Neighborhood was proud to
have helpers. Three of the students volunteering, are
all in the Honors Program at Carver Middle School:
T’Javeon Dandy, Zahari Archie Mills & Abril GarciaChantres. The adults in this photo are

Tyrone Aiken, Jerome Blakley & volunteer.

Meeting with the Superintendent

Rocket Laundry

594 HOWARD STREET | SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 2 9303 | (86 4) 582- 6751

Great American Cleanup

“Every race and every nation should be judged by the
best it has been able to produce, not by the worst.”

James Weldon Johnson

Among the City Workers volunteering were Mitch Kennedy
(Assist. City Manager), Martin Livingston (Neighborhood Services)
Christy Snow (Director KOSB), Kathy Hill (Community
Relations), Jeff Tillerson & Leroy Jeter (Pres. Highland NA).

Listed are some of the volunteers from the South Converse
Community: Joyce Harrison, Barbara Rutledge, Horace &
J. Ruth LittleJohn, Bernard Wheeler, Richard Wheeler,
other members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Elaine
Collins, Deangelo Williams, Masin Williams, Missay
Williams, Brenda Lee Pryce, Caveril Pryce, Andre Williams,
Nicholas Jagger, Sike Jagger, Alvin Lewis, Fred Moss,
Ernest Rice, Ernest Rice iii, Roy Gee, Frederick Keenan,
Josiah Keenan, Willis Dyle, Jamie Jeter & Angela Gist.
******

“I am always willing to put myself out there to
learn even more about my community & what I
can do to make it even better.”

Blue Duck Scooters
On Thursday, May 27th, the City of Spartanburg held a
launching event for Blue Duck’s dockless electric scooters,
a new way for people to get around within the city. While
riding these scooters, you need to be aware of your
surroundings and stay off the sidewalks while you ride
them. While Blue Duck Scooters are the first to be
launched in the State of South Carolina, we do not want
them to be the last. Therefore, let us do our part by
following the rules.

City Councilman Jamie Fulmer (Mayor Pro Tem) and
Laura Ringo (Partner for Active Living CEO), welcomed
attendees. Assistant City Manager Mitch Kennedy, City
Councilmembers Jerome Rice and J. Ruth Littlejohn,
Jalitha Moore (Outgoing Director of Business Engagement
& Inclusion for OneSpartanburg, Inc.), Landon Cohen
(Light Transportation Co. CEO) & Debra Moore were
among the attendees and rode the scooters.

Recycle & Garbage Schedules
Recycle bins (blue bins) are collected on the 1st & 3rd
Mondays, even on holidays (except for Christmas and
New Year’s). If Christmas or New Year’s fall on the 1st or
3rd Monday, there is no makeup day.
The garbage bins (gray) are collected on Thursdays, as early
as 8:00 a.m. If a holiday falls on this day, pickup will be
the following day - a one day delay.
There are some items the city does not collect. If you are
not sure what is or is not collected, please go online, or give
them a call at 596-3690.

COVID-19

Governor Henry McMaster has ended South Carolina’s
ongoing pandemic-related state of emergency. You are not
required to wear masks anymore, however many of us will
continue to wear them until we feel comfortable. Also,
many places of worship are still requiring masks be worn.
Whatever you decide to do, put safety first.
******

“I see challenges, even problems, As Opportunities.”

Happy Father’s Day!!!

Updates
Next SCNA Cleanup is June 26. Next meeting is Aug. 2
July 4th – Red White and Boom
July 8th – Music on Main, weekly series returns
July 31 – Panther Party at Panther’s Training Camp
August 20 – The Crit returns

Congratulations…
To: Dr. Kay E. Woodward. An Honorary Street Sign will
be placed on a portion of Howard Street, beginning at Hub
City Farmers Market and ending at Fremont Street. Dr.
Woodward is the President and Owner of J. W. Woodward
Funeral Home, the oldest black, family-owned business in
Spartanburg. She is an optimistic, genuine, tireless public
servant and philanthropist in her community, business,
church and state. Congratulation, Kay!
To: Jennifer Clark Evins, Chapman Cultural Center’s
President and CEO, will take on a new role as of June 21st,
as the President and CEO of the United Arts of Central
Florida, that is based in Orlando. The Chapman Cultural
Center has enjoyed immense success under Jennifer’s
leadership. Thank you and Congratulations Jennifer!
To: Tamika Thompson, upon receiving The Start: Me
Spartanburg top award. Winners of the loans were
announced on May 1, 2021, at the fifth annual Start: Me
Graduation and Showcase. The Start: Me Spartanburg
program, is a partnership between The University of South
Carolina Upstate’s George Dean Johnson, Jr. College of
Business and Economics and the Northside Development
Group.
Tamika has also opened her new virtual bookstore in
Spartanburg, prioritizing and curating Black authors and
stories. She wants readers to explore Black authors beyond
Black History Month in February. Congratulations Tamika!
To: Lee Close. After serving as Executive Director for
Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, since 2013, Lee is
retiring. Thank you for your service Lee!
******

My sympathy is extended to the family of Rosemary
Byerly, who passed on May 8, 2021. Rosemary served as
the Chair of Spartanburg County’s Voter Registration &
Election Commission. Rosemary was a friend to many and
was always willing to serve!
*******

Because I am not a non-profit, I may not always be
able to afford getting my letters printed. However, if
you have an email and would like to receive the
letters whenever they are published, please send it to
me at jrlittlejohn1967@gmail.com. Please include
your name and address. If you don’t mind sharing
your phone number, please send that as well. Thanks

J. Ruth Littlejohn 864-573-5066

June 2021

District 7’s Free 4K Program
Have you heard? School District 7 is offering FREE all day 4K!!! Enrolling your child in
4K is critical to success throughout their education! The FREE 4K program is expanding into
APRIL
District 7’s elementary schools and it is open to children who will be age
4 byNEWSLETTER
September
st
1 . Bus transportation is available, breakfast, snack and lunch are served daily.
Did you know 90% of brain development occurs between birth and age 5? Space may be
limited, so call or visit your neighborhood elementary school to apply today! Schools
currently participating are Cleveland Elementary, Mary H. Wright, E.P. Todd, Drayton Mills
and Mavericks Elementary. Jesse Boyd and Pine Street Elementary will soon be added. For
more information: Spartanburg7.org/4K
The following was taken from a Mary Black Foundation Blog: “By talking to a child you
have the power to improve his/her life forever. Studies have shown that talk is one of the
biggest factors driving brain growth. Low levels of parent-child verbal interaction in these
earliest years are a key reason too many children enter school significantly behind their peers.
By talking to a child, specifically between the ages of birth to three years old, you are
preparing him/her for kindergarten which ultimately is an indicator of future success well into
adulthood.”

Free Home Buyer Event and Expo

On June 26, 2021, from 8:30am – 1:00pm, the City of Spartanburg, Spartanburg County,
Spartanburg Association of REALTORS ®, Community Works and Northside Development
Group are sponsoring a free Home Buyer Event and Expo. The event will take place at Dr.
T.K. Gregg Community Center, 650 Howard Street, Spartanburg 29303. Learn about the
entire process of buying a home, how to improve your finances & credit, and connect with
agencies & organizations that can help you along the way. You must register in advance to
receive a Box Lunch. Social distancing measures will be in place. For more information,
contact the Spartanburg Association of REALTORS® at 864-583-3679 or email
julie@spartanburgrealtors.com for questions.

Juneteenth Cleanup
The Juneteenth Committee, chaired by County Councilman Monier Abusaft, is hosting a Cleanup on
Saturday, June 19th, @ 10:00 a.m. Meet at the New Day Baptist Church, 2090 South Church Ext.,
Spartanburg 29306. Organizations, including neighborhood associations, fraternities, sororities,
churches, bike clubs, that bring ten (10) or more people will qualify for a $500 grant; To register,
email Monier Abusaft at mo@moabusaft.com.
Saturday: Conway Park at 11:00 for Juneteenth Heritage Festival; 11:00-3:00 Woven at Chapman
Cultural Center
Thursday, June 17 @ 6:00 Macedonia Baptist Church (Race seminar) -moderated by Dr. McDaniels

