Cleaning up Butterfly Creek

On April 15, 2021, Joyce Harrison and Kelly
Thorvalson, director of Conservation Program-ming at
the S.C. Aquarium held a litter sweep at Butterfly
Creek Park on the North side of town. There was a
wonderful turnout for this inaugural community sweep,
with about 40 people partici-pating, including City
employees, Keep One Spartanburg Beautiful Board
members (Christy Snow, Executive Director, Wesley
Hammond, Board Chair, City Councilmember J.
Ruth Littlejohn and Kathy Hill, City's Community
Service Director), members of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority and local residents. Tony Thomas, president
of the North side Voyers gave tee shirts to many of the
volunteers with the slogan "I don't just talk trash, I
pick it up."

Ride United

Many in our community can't afford a car, or repairs
on the car they own, making transporta-tion difficult.
The United Way of the Piedmont is offering assistance
for transportation to work and school/training through
Lyft Pass. Eligible riders can receive a $350 Lyft Pass
to help pay for the commute to/from work and/or
school. Riders "may" be eligible for one additional
$350 Lyft Pass after 2 months. Assistance is based on
availability of funding. Eligibility: (1) You must live
or work/attend school in Spartanburg or Cherokee
County (2) Must have no other means to get to/from
work or school/training (3) Must comply with the
requirements of the program outlined in the Lyft Pass
Client Training Support Guide and the Rider
Agreement included in application (4) Must have a
smart device with the Lyft app and a Lyft account to
receive and use the Lyft Pass. For additional
information and copy of the application, go to the
United Way website and send all supporting
documentation and questions to
hjarrett@uwpiedmont.org.
*******

"How far you go in life depends on your being tender
with the young, compassionate with the aged,
sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the
weak and the strong. Because someday in life you
will have been all of these." George Washington Carver

Neighborhood Tool Shed
The City has a tool shed that's available to residents of
the city, neighborhood associations, civic, nonprofit
and volunteer organizations. The goal is to (1)
Encourage community engagement (2) Encourage
community pride for residents to maintain their
property (3) Promote partnerships to combat the
issues of litter (4) Be a source for residents not able to
afford the purchase of tools and equipment. The
tools are housed in a 7x14 trailer equipped with tools
and equipment such as lawnmowers, rakes, drills,
hammers, leaf blowers, weed eaters, wheel barrows,
grabbers, bags, gloves, goggles, safety vest and more.
These tools can be used for minor home repairs,
neighborhood clean ups, beautification projects, yard
work, etc. The trailer is available for large scale
neighbor-hood projects or you can borrow tools
needed.

Working to bring about change
Since 2017, I have been working to bring about change
to the City's Gateway on Church Street from Hwy 221.
The following was written in the SCNA Newsletter in
March 2018: "Traveling west on I-26 into Spartanburg
County, the first major exit that leads directly to
downtown Spartanburg is the Moore/Hwy 221 Exit.
This exit also leads to most major attractions and
businesses...there should be an initiative developed to
beautify this highly utilized gateway to enrich tourism
and business in Spartanburg." Now that we have the
City, OnSpartanburg and County on board, we are
looking forward to making some headway with this
effort. Thanks to the County for working with us to
clean up the litter and old trailer that stood just feet
from the City line. Thanks also to County Councilman
Monier Abusaft for getting a newer Martin Luther
King Sign placed at the 221 entry into the City.

COVID-19
Please continue to practice "social distancing."
Cover your cough (not with the hand), avoid hugging
& shaking hands, avoid contact with people who are
sick, avoid large group activities. Wash your hands
often with soap & water, and wear your mask,
especially when entering a place of business or
someone's home.
Vaccines are now available in most locations and you
may not need an appointment to get vaccinated. Also,
anyone age 16 and up may be able to get vaccinated.
Visit cityofspartanburg.org/coronavirus for more info.
**********

Happy Mother's Day

May, 2021

About the Editor
I am a native of Spartanburg County and returned to Spartanburg after my husband, Horace,
retired from the Air Force. Prior to my retirement, I had a successful career as a realtor for
APRIL
nearly 23 years and was a licensed realtor in Illinois, Virginia and Florida.
OneNEWSLETTER
month after
moving into our home, Horace and I joined the neighborhood association. A year later, I was
elected president of the South Converse Neighborhood Association and served from 2008 –
2013 and served as Vice President from 2013-2016.
I have always had a heart for community. During my morning walks, I picked up litter that
was discarded in the neighborhood and eventually organized a Saturday neighborhood cleanup day. Who knew that a simple act of picking up litter would inspire a movement for
community improvement? In 2009, the City of Spartanburg named the South Converse
Neighborhood the “Neighborhood of the Year.” I obtained a 501 © 3 status for the
neighborhood, and the neighborhood worked to get a new community park with a pavilion,
playground equipment, a basketball court, benches, trails and horseshoe pits.
I am privileged and honored to serve my constituents as City Councilperson for District 3. I
believe it is vitally important to have a collaborative spirit, to encourage involvement with
Neighborhood Associations, to keep communication channels open, and to bridge the gap
between police and the communities they serve. We should work hard to be good stewards
entrusted to empower our community and to serve as positive role models for young people
because they deserve that much from us.
After serving as creator, publisher and editor of the South Converse Newsletter for 13 years, I
have now transitioned to become publisher and editor of “Littlejohn Speaks,” designed to keep
my constituents informed.
With faith, our gifts, talents, resources, and abilities to influence positive change, the South
Converse Neighborhood will continue to move the City of Spartanburg forward and I look
forward to continuing my support as best I can.

Great American Cleanup
On May 15, 2021, the City of Spartanburg is partnering with Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful
for the GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP. This is an event led by Keep American Beautiful
and its affiliates. The rain date is May 22.
All neighborhoods and volunteers are asked to participate. Cleanup include neighborhoods,
roadsides and trails. Teams can be formed for each neighborhood with a team leader. All
items needed for the cleanup will be provided (tee shirt or badge, grabbers, trash bags, safety
vest, gloves, etc.). For additional info, contact Kathy Hill @ 864-596-2905 or 864-809-8825.

A Grocery is Coming to Town!!!
We are finally beginning to see the light at the end
of the tunnel. Coming this August, the Southside of
town will have been without a grocery for two
years. However, the good news is, the pending
grocery is on the way. We are grateful to those who
have made this possible….the City of
Spartanburg, Mary Black Foundation and
Spartanburg County.
The grocery will be a great asset to District 3,
especially if everyone patronize and support the
store. I am very confident that we’ll all support the
store and make this a worthwhile and exciting
investment. It is important that we let the franchise
team know we are looking forward to a store that is
well managed with highly trained employees. Some
have expressed that they do not want a “Cheap
store, a Southside store or a Black store, We want it
to be a full-service grocery store where everyone
can go to shop.”

Emergency Rental Assistance
Emergency Rental Assistance: Spartanburg County
is partnering with local agencies to help those who’ve
been negatively impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. Spartanburg County was awarded $9.6
Million from the U.S. Department of Treasury – a
direct payment, to help with recovery efforts from the
pandemic. The Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA)
will make direct payments to landlords and utility
companies on behalf of the renter. Households are
eligible for rental assistance if one or more in the
home qualifies for unemployment benefits, can
provide written proof there has been a reduction of
household income, or proof there has been a direct or
indirect affect from the coronavirus pandemic.
Spartanburg County will partner with Spartanburg
Housing Authority, Meridith Vachon (864-5986054), mvachon@spartanburghousing.org,
www.spartanburghousing.org:
Middle Tyger Community Center, Haley Grau
(864-439-7760), haley.grau@spart5.net,
www.middletyger.org: The United Way of the
Piedmont, Hannah Jarrett (864) 582-7556,
www.uwpiedmont.org/covidrelief: Family
Resource Center, Judy Dodd or Carolyn Wilson
(864) 578-1379,
upstatefamilyresourcecenter@outlook.com,
www.upstatefrc.org and Upstate Family Resource.
******

"Be kind, everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle"
John Watson

Preserving Mary H. Wright

Feeding 5,000 on Good Friday

Neighborhood Cleanups

Toni Sutton, President of the South Converse
Neighborhood, was dedicated in her pursuit to make
sure the Old Mary H. Wright School, the school she
and her daughter attended in their childhood, was
not demolished. She fought for nearly a year to
preserve a legacy in her community, on the city of
Spartanburg’s south side. The property is now
listed in the local registry of historic places. The
former school is the first non-residential property to
receive this designation. The school is also listed
on the state and national registry.
The school is named after
Mary Honor Wright, an
educator that was born
into slavery on August 11,
1862 in Spartanburg. It
was the first school for
Black students in this
section of Spartanburg.

On April 2, 2021, which happened to be Good Friday,
the Spartanburg Clergy Initiative (chaired by Dr. J.
Sanders Parks), Spartanburg County Baptist Association, City of Spartanburg, local businesses and
Spartanburg High School, wanted to help struggling
families and came up with a plan to give out 5,000
meals on Good Friday. The 5,000 meals were
delivered at four different locations, including Mt.
Moriah Baptist Church, Spartanburg High School, Dr.
T.K. Gregg Center and Westgate Mall. Following the
food-give-away, a service was held at Mt. Moriah
Baptist Church at 6:30.

We are always grateful to those who come out and
help clean up in their community. Litter along
with climate change and other environmental
concerns are issues that we must continue to
address and get everyone involved to come up
with a solution. The Southside has several
churches. It is imperative that we get the churches
and the children involved. Doing so, will make a
difference in our communities.

Montgomery
Development Group is
transforming the school into 53 apartment units, 11
of the units being workforce housing.

Funeral Assistance
The Biden administration has launched a funeral
assistance program that will provide up to $9,000 to
cover the burial costs of each American who died of
covid-19, the largest program of its type ever
offered by the federal government. The program is
open to families regardless of their income, as long
as they show documentation and have not already
received similar benefits through another program.
If you had COVID-19 funeral expenses, we
encourage you to keep and gather documentation.
Types of information should include: An official
death certificate that attributes the death directly or
indirectly to COVID-19 and shows that the death
occurred in the United States, including the U.S.
territories, and the District of Columbia. Funeral
expenses documents
(receipts, funeral home contract, etc.), that includes the
applicant’s name, the deceased person’s name, the
amount of funeral expenses and the dates the funeral
expenses happened. Proof of funds received from
other sources,
specifically for use toward funeral costs. They are not
able to duplicate benefits received from burial or funeral
insurance.

Thanks to all the volunteers who worked to help make
this a successful event. I want to personally thank Sue
Schneider, CEO of Spartanburg Water, Laura Ringo,
CEO of Partners for Active Living and Vance Jones,
Principal of Spartanburg High School, for responding
to my request & supporting the event.

The South Converse Community held its monthly
cleanup on March 27. Thanks to everyone who
joined South Converse residents in this cleanup,
including members of the Unitarian Universalist
Church, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and members of
the Junior League. Joining the Omega's was T.
Pierre Brewton, formally with the Spartanburg
Fire Department and is now the Fire Chief in
Albemarle, N.C.

Local Talent
Through a $5,000 grant, the Chapman Cultural
Center sponsored a program where youth
photographed objects/images of their choosing.
The Cultural Center is commissioning a local
artist to take all the photos and make one original
piece. All the photographs displayed will be for
sale for $50 each.
L-R: J. Ruth Littlejohn, Elaine Collins, Toni Sutton, Pam & Fred
Stoll, Ruth Stanton & Rick Hahnenberg. Not pictured: Horace
Littlejohn, Willie Mae Thacker, Tommy Richardson, Kenneth
Myers, Alice Sutton, members of the Junior League & Candice
Logan.

Twins Zoei and Zion, 7 and Malachi Gray 5 had their
photographs displayed at the event. These are the
grandchildren of former Councilmember Robert &
Willa Reeder.
******

"When one door of happiness closes, another
opens; but often we look so long at the closed
door that we do not see the one which has been
opened for us. Helen Keller

Pictured are members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Standing, 2nd from left is Albemarle Fire Chief Pierre Brewton.

*******

"If we don't teach our children the value of hard,
honest work, they will eventually become a
burden on you or someone else."

History You Should Know

Negro League Honored

White House taps Mitchell

First Hand Experience

ReGenesis was founded by SC State Rep. Harold
Mitchell, Jr. and built from his vision to give new
life to the Arkwright and Forest Park communities
in Spartanburg. Through his leadership he was
able to work with agencies throughout the area to
revitalize neighborhoods, create new jobs and
bring affordable public health to the community.
He opened the first ReGenesis Health Care center
in 2003 with 10 employees in a single location,
and was able to provide care for over 2000 people
in the first 90 days. Mitchell's passion for
providing quality health care has now exploded
into 8 locations and 2 pharmacies in Spartanburg,
Cherokee, and Union counties, which includes
dental and pharmaceutical services, and a wealth
of other services to make a difference. Their
commitment is to accept new patients, regardless
of insurance coverage or their ability to pay. They
will work with patients to find payment options
that work. Keep in mind that ReGenesis is not
just a health care provider for low-income persons.
They accept all insurances. For those without
insurance, they offer affordable solutions based on
need and income. They have certified counselors
available to help their patients identify additional
community resources and apply for social
programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, SNAP &

On March 20, 2021, Spartanburg High School
(Vikings Baseball Team) honored the past history of
the city’s former semi-pro, Negro League, as they
played Fox Creek at Duncan Park. The Vikings wore
specially-ordered “Sluggers” jerseys, during the game
and beat their opponents 6-4. According to Spartanburg High School Baseball Coach, Wesley Brown,
“Spartanburg has historically been a hotbed for
baseball, from textile leagues to American Legion to
the minor leagues. Duncan Park served as a cornerstone for those teams and players, and Brown wants to
be sure that the venue is remembered as the home of
the Sluggers, as well.”

Former State Representative, Harold Mitchell has
been named to a 26-member nationwide panel that
will advise the Biden administration how best to
address environmental problems in historically
underserved communities. This Environmental
Justice Advisory Council is comprised of

On March 24, 2021, I, J. Ruth Littlejohn, took
the opportunity to ride along with Mr. Robert
Harris, a resident in City Council District 3, on
the City’s Transit System. The ride along was an
eye opener for me, but an experience that I
enjoyed. This was my first time riding the transit
system since I was a teenager. However, for
someone who has to depend on the bus daily just
to get essential items, this can become a burden.
We boarded the South Church Street Bus by C.C.
Woodson at 8:15 a.m. and after a short wait at the
downtown station, we transferred to the Eastside
bus, that took us to Walmart. We had less than 30
minutes to shop in order the catch the bus back
downtown or wait an addition hour for the next
bus. I had to limit the amount of goods I purchased, because of the distance we had to walk to the
bus stop. I was surprised that there was no enclosed cover at this bus stop. As fate would have
it, there was a sudden down pour of rain and we
had to stand there, uncovered until the bus arrived. The joy however, was seeing areas I’d not
seen and getting to know Mr. Harris, whom I
found to be a wonderful human being. As Council
representative for District 3, I plan to push for a
covered space. I
would really like
to see a covered
area at the Walmart bus stop.
It would really
benefit bus
patrons by giving them a
covered place to
sit, and protection from the
weather. I
encourage all of
my fellow
council members (if they haven’t already) to take
an opportunity to experience (First Hand) the
City’s Transit System. Pictured is Councilwoman

Once upon a time Duncan Park frequently hosted
baseball games back in the early 1960’s and it was
inspirational that Coach Brown and his players would
honor the Negro League and memories of great Negro
Players like Jackie Robinson, Larry Doby, Hank
Aaron, Satchel Page and others, who played in
Duncan Park.
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Thanks
Many thanks are extended to Martin Livingston,
Community Development Director, for taking the
time to walk with me through the South Converse
Community on April 19, pointing out issues that
needs addressing.
*******

"Your heart often knows things before your mind
does". Polly Adler

community volunteers across the country who can
share their expertise and experiences with the
White House Environmental Justice Interagency
Council.

Allstate Insurance

TANF. There are nine different locations, including
750 S. Church Street, 301 Crescent Avenue and 362
N. Pine Street. Check out services offered online at
www.MYRHC. or call 864-582-2411. Marion
Hunter, is the current CEO of ReGenesis.

PROFESSIONAL

Former Rep. Harold Mitchell & President Joe Biden

In attendance from L-R: Vance Jones (Principal of SHS), Mitch
Kennedy (Assist. City Manager of Spartanburg), Jerome Rice (City
Council Dist.5), J. Ruth LittleJohn (City Council Dist. 3), Jeff Stevens
(Superintendent, Dist. 7 Schools) & Kenneth Myers (Dist.7 School Brd).

WHITE’S

PineWhite's
Street
Exxon
Exxon
2165 S. Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302-3350
Phone: 585-1226
JUNIE WHITE- Owner
**********

"Those who follow the crowd usually get lost in it. I
don't know all the keys to success, but one key to
failure is to try to please everyone." Rick Warren

A True Servant!
On March 26, 2021, in recognition of Women's
History month, a presentation sponsored by the
Spartanburg Southside Heritage Committee,
honored the late Norma Sue Pitts, co-founder of
the Spartanburg Heritage Committee. Ms. Pitts
was a true example of love, servitude and treating
people right. She was a role model, mentor, and
friend to many children and served faithfully at
various schools in School District 7. Her volunteer work extended throughout the City of
Spartanburg.
Others being honored were women whose
contributions earned them recognitions throughout
the community and local women who have gone
the extra mile to obtain their PHD's.
"True Greatness comes in serving others."

J. Ruth LittleJohn & Mr. Robert Harris.
********

"It is not what you do for your children, but what you
have taught them to do for them-selves that will make
successful human beings." Monique A. Honaman
******

"I like friends who have independent minds because
they tend to make you see problems from all angles."
Nelson Mandela
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A Grocery is Coming to Town!!!
We are finally beginning to see the light at the end
of the tunnel. Coming this August, the Southside of
town will have been without a grocery for two
years. However, the good news is, the pending
grocery is on the way. We are grateful to those who
have made this possible….the City of
Spartanburg, Mary Black Foundation and
Spartanburg County.
The grocery will be a great asset to District 3,
especially if everyone patronize and support the
store. I am very confident that we’ll all support the
store and make this a worthwhile and exciting
investment. It is important that we let the franchise
team know we are looking forward to a store that is
well managed with highly trained employees. Some
have expressed that they do not want a “Cheap
store, a Southside store or a Black store, We want it
to be a full-service grocery store where everyone
can go to shop.”

Emergency Rental Assistance
Emergency Rental Assistance: Spartanburg County
is partnering with local agencies to help those who’ve
been negatively impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. Spartanburg County was awarded $9.6
Million from the U.S. Department of Treasury – a
direct payment, to help with recovery efforts from the
pandemic. The Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA)
will make direct payments to landlords and utility
companies on behalf of the renter. Households are
eligible for rental assistance if one or more in the
home qualifies for unemployment benefits, can
provide written proof there has been a reduction of
household income, or proof there has been a direct or
indirect affect from the coronavirus pandemic.
Spartanburg County will partner with Spartanburg
Housing Authority, Meridith Vachon (864-5986054), mvachon@spartanburghousing.org,
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Middle Tyger Community Center, Haley Grau
(864-439-7760), haley.grau@spart5.net,
www.middletyger.org: The United Way of the
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Toni Sutton, President of the South Converse
Neighborhood, was dedicated in her pursuit to make
sure the Old Mary H. Wright School, the school she
and her daughter attended in their childhood, was
not demolished. She fought for nearly a year to
preserve a legacy in her community, on the city of
Spartanburg’s south side. The property is now
listed in the local registry of historic places. The
former school is the first non-residential property to
receive this designation. The school is also listed
on the state and national registry.
The school is named after
Mary Honor Wright, an
educator that was born
into slavery on August 11,
1862 in Spartanburg. It
was the first school for
Black students in this
section of Spartanburg.

On April 2, 2021, which happened to be Good Friday,
the Spartanburg Clergy Initiative (chaired by Dr. J.
Sanders Parks), Spartanburg County Baptist Association, City of Spartanburg, local businesses and
Spartanburg High School, wanted to help struggling
families and came up with a plan to give out 5,000
meals on Good Friday. The 5,000 meals were
delivered at four different locations, including Mt.
Moriah Baptist Church, Spartanburg High School, Dr.
T.K. Gregg Center and Westgate Mall. Following the
food-give-away, a service was held at Mt. Moriah
Baptist Church at 6:30.

We are always grateful to those who come out and
help clean up in their community. Litter along
with climate change and other environmental
concerns are issues that we must continue to
address and get everyone involved to come up
with a solution. The Southside has several
churches. It is imperative that we get the churches
and the children involved. Doing so, will make a
difference in our communities.

Montgomery
Development Group is
transforming the school into 53 apartment units, 11
of the units being workforce housing.

Funeral Assistance
The Biden administration has launched a funeral
assistance program that will provide up to $9,000 to
cover the burial costs of each American who died of
covid-19, the largest program of its type ever
offered by the federal government. The program is
open to families regardless of their income, as long
as they show documentation and have not already
received similar benefits through another program.
If you had COVID-19 funeral expenses, we
encourage you to keep and gather documentation.
Types of information should include: An official
death certificate that attributes the death directly or
indirectly to COVID-19 and shows that the death
occurred in the United States, including the U.S.
territories, and the District of Columbia. Funeral
expenses documents
(receipts, funeral home contract, etc.), that includes the
applicant’s name, the deceased person’s name, the
amount of funeral expenses and the dates the funeral
expenses happened. Proof of funds received from
other sources,
specifically for use toward funeral costs. They are not
able to duplicate benefits received from burial or funeral
insurance.

Thanks to all the volunteers who worked to help make
this a successful event. I want to personally thank Sue
Schneider, CEO of Spartanburg Water, Laura Ringo,
CEO of Partners for Active Living and Vance Jones,
Principal of Spartanburg High School, for responding
to my request & supporting the event.

The South Converse Community held its monthly
cleanup on March 27. Thanks to everyone who
joined South Converse residents in this cleanup,
including members of the Unitarian Universalist
Church, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and members of
the Junior League. Joining the Omega's was T.
Pierre Brewton, formally with the Spartanburg
Fire Department and is now the Fire Chief in
Albemarle, N.C.

Local Talent
Through a $5,000 grant, the Chapman Cultural
Center sponsored a program where youth
photographed objects/images of their choosing.
The Cultural Center is commissioning a local
artist to take all the photos and make one original
piece. All the photographs displayed will be for
sale for $50 each.
L-R: J. Ruth Littlejohn, Elaine Collins, Toni Sutton, Pam & Fred
Stoll, Ruth Stanton & Rick Hahnenberg. Not pictured: Horace
Littlejohn, Willie Mae Thacker, Tommy Richardson, Kenneth
Myers, Alice Sutton, members of the Junior League & Candice
Logan.

Twins Zoei and Zion, 7 and Malachi Gray 5 had their
photographs displayed at the event. These are the
grandchildren of former Councilmember Robert &
Willa Reeder.
******

"When one door of happiness closes, another
opens; but often we look so long at the closed
door that we do not see the one which has been
opened for us. Helen Keller

Pictured are members of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Standing, 2nd from left is Albemarle Fire Chief Pierre Brewton.

*******

"If we don't teach our children the value of hard,
honest work, they will eventually become a
burden on you or someone else."

Cleaning up Butterfly Creek

On April 15, 2021, Joyce Harrison and Kelly
Thorvalson, director of Conservation Program-ming at
the S.C. Aquarium held a litter sweep at Butterfly
Creek Park on the North side of town. There was a
wonderful turnout for this inaugural community sweep,
with about 40 people partici-pating, including City
employees, Keep One Spartanburg Beautiful Board
members (Christy Snow, Executive Director, Wesley
Hammond, Board Chair, City Councilmember J.
Ruth Littlejohn and Kathy Hill, City's Community
Service Director), members of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority and local residents. Tony Thomas, president
of the North side Voyers gave tee shirts to many of the
volunteers with the slogan "I don't just talk trash, I
pick it up."

Ride United

Many in our community can't afford a car, or repairs
on the car they own, making transporta-tion difficult.
The United Way of the Piedmont is offering assistance
for transportation to work and school/training through
Lyft Pass. Eligible riders can receive a $350 Lyft Pass
to help pay for the commute to/from work and/or
school. Riders "may" be eligible for one additional
$350 Lyft Pass after 2 months. Assistance is based on
availability of funding. Eligibility: (1) You must live
or work/attend school in Spartanburg or Cherokee
County (2) Must have no other means to get to/from
work or school/training (3) Must comply with the
requirements of the program outlined in the Lyft Pass
Client Training Support Guide and the Rider
Agreement included in application (4) Must have a
smart device with the Lyft app and a Lyft account to
receive and use the Lyft Pass. For additional
information and copy of the application, go to the
United Way website and send all supporting
documentation and questions to
hjarrett@uwpiedmont.org.
*******

"How far you go in life depends on your being tender
with the young, compassionate with the aged,
sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the
weak and the strong. Because someday in life you
will have been all of these." George Washington Carver

Neighborhood Tool Shed
The City has a tool shed that's available to residents of
the city, neighborhood associations, civic, nonprofit
and volunteer organizations. The goal is to (1)
Encourage community engagement (2) Encourage
community pride for residents to maintain their
property (3) Promote partnerships to combat the
issues of litter (4) Be a source for residents not able to
afford the purchase of tools and equipment. The
tools are housed in a 7x14 trailer equipped with tools
and equipment such as lawnmowers, rakes, drills,
hammers, leaf blowers, weed eaters, wheel barrows,
grabbers, bags, gloves, goggles, safety vest and more.
These tools can be used for minor home repairs,
neighborhood clean ups, beautification projects, yard
work, etc. The trailer is available for large scale
neighbor-hood projects or you can borrow tools
needed.

Working to bring about change
Since 2017, I have been working to bring about change
to the City's Gateway on Church Street from Hwy 221.
The following was written in the SCNA Newsletter in
March 2018: "Traveling west on I-26 into Spartanburg
County, the first major exit that leads directly to
downtown Spartanburg is the Moore/Hwy 221 Exit.
This exit also leads to most major attractions and
businesses...there should be an initiative developed to
beautify this highly utilized gateway to enrich tourism
and business in Spartanburg." Now that we have the
City, OnSpartanburg and County on board, we are
looking forward to making some headway with this
effort. Thanks to the County for working with us to
clean up the litter and old trailer that stood just feet
from the City line. Thanks also to County Councilman
Monier Abusaft for getting a newer Martin Luther
King Sign placed at the 221 entry into the City.

COVID-19
Please continue to practice "social distancing."
Cover your cough (not with the hand), avoid hugging
& shaking hands, avoid contact with people who are
sick, avoid large group activities. Wash your hands
often with soap & water, and wear your mask,
especially when entering a place of business or
someone's home.
Vaccines are now available in most locations and you
may not need an appointment to get vaccinated. Also,
anyone age 16 and up may be able to get vaccinated.
Visit cityofspartanburg.org/coronavirus for more info.
**********

Happy Mother's Day

May, 2021

About the Editor
I am a native of Spartanburg County and returned to Spartanburg after my husband, Horace,
retired from the Air Force. Prior to my retirement, I had a successful career as a realtor for
APRIL
nearly 23 years and was a licensed realtor in Illinois, Virginia and Florida.
OneNEWSLETTER
month after
moving into our home, Horace and I joined the neighborhood association. A year later, I was
elected president of the South Converse Neighborhood Association and served from 2008 –
2013 and served as Vice President from 2013-2016.
I have always had a heart for community. During my morning walks, I picked up litter that
was discarded in the neighborhood and eventually organized a Saturday neighborhood cleanup day. Who knew that a simple act of picking up litter would inspire a movement for
community improvement? In 2009, the City of Spartanburg named the South Converse
Neighborhood the “Neighborhood of the Year.” I obtained a 501 © 3 status for the
neighborhood, and the neighborhood worked to get a new community park with a pavilion,
playground equipment, a basketball court, benches, trails and horseshoe pits.
I am privileged and honored to serve my constituents as City Councilperson for District 3. I
believe it is vitally important to have a collaborative spirit, to encourage involvement with
Neighborhood Associations, to keep communication channels open, and to bridge the gap
between police and the communities they serve. We should work hard to be good stewards
entrusted to empower our community and to serve as positive role models for young people
because they deserve that much from us.
After serving as creator, publisher and editor of the South Converse Newsletter for 13 years, I
have now transitioned to become publisher and editor of “Littlejohn Speaks,” designed to keep
my constituents informed.
With faith, our gifts, talents, resources, and abilities to influence positive change, the South
Converse Neighborhood will continue to move the City of Spartanburg forward and I look
forward to continuing my support as best I can.

Great American Cleanup
On May 15, 2021, the City of Spartanburg is partnering with Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful
for the GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP. This is an event led by Keep American Beautiful
and its affiliates. The rain date is May 22.
All neighborhoods and volunteers are asked to participate. Cleanup include neighborhoods,
roadsides and trails. Teams can be formed for each neighborhood with a team leader. All
items needed for the cleanup will be provided (tee shirt or badge, grabbers, trash bags, safety
vest, gloves, etc.). For additional info, contact Kathy Hill @ 864-596-2905 or 864-809-8825.

