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Congratulations Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson!!!!
On April 7, 2022, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, became the 116th Supreme APRIL
Court Justice,
making
NEWSLETTER
history in diversifying the bench, with a Senate vote of 53-47. This “is one of the most incredible
historical moments for our nation and one of immense pride and joy for millions of Americans.” Judge
Jackson at the age of 51 years, will be the first Black woman to join the Supreme Court, fulfilling a
pledge made by President Joe Biden. Judge Jackson is a woman with impeccable credentials, a
brilliant legal mind and unimpeached character and integrity. She will take her seat on the high court
after Justice Stephen Breyer retires this summer. Continue on Page 2

Join Mayor Rice for a Walk
Mayor Jerome Rice is inviting everyone to join him for a walk, on April 16, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. We
will meet at the South Church Street Plaza (by Piggly Wiggly), 550 S. Church St. Mayor Rice has
committed to walking with members of the community every third Saturday.
For more information, contact Community Relations Office at 864-596-2052 or email
communityrelations@cityofspartanburg.org.

Grocery Update
The Piggly Wiggly renovation work is coming along; currently, refrigeration equipment is being
installed. We are still anticipating the store opening in late spring, possibly by the end of May. A
specific opening date should be announced within a few weeks.

Landlord Tenant Workshop
Spartanburg County Community Development & the City of Spartanburg Neighborhood Services, will
present a workshop for landlords and tenants on May 24, 2022 @ 6:00 p.m.
Attendees will get an understanding of their rights and responsibilities, plus Landlord/tenant
responsibilities, evictions and legal aid services. The event will take place at Cleveland Park (lower
level), 141 N. Cleveland Park Drive, Spartanburg, SC 29303. This event is free to tenants and
landlords. Door prizes and dinner will be provided. Registration coming soon.

Searching for New Director
Spartanburg County is looking for someone who can manage, perform and oversee daily operations of
the local Keep America Beautiful Affiliate & Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful. The applicant will have
big shoes to fill, following in the footsteps of former Director Christy Snow, who now serves as the
Clerk of Court, for the City of Woodruff. Minimum salary for this position is $41,793. If you know of
a possible applicant, please share this information. For more information, contact Jamie Nelson at
nelsonjr@spartanburgcounty.org.

“You’ll never be criticized by someone who is doing more than you. You’ll
always be criticized by someone doing less. Remember that.”
Denzel Washington

Continued from page 1

Mitchell, Pick of Top 25 Newsmakers of 2021
On March 31, 2022, the Engineering News Record (ENR),
picked the Top 25 Newsmakers of 2021. The event was
held in New York City and former Representative Harold
Mitchell was among those honored. ENR is the bible of the
construction industry, providing news and features about
projects, products and people in construction and
architecture throughout the United States. Congratulations!

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
Judge Jackson is just the third Black justice, after
Thurgood Marshall and Clarence Thomas, and the sixth
woman. Last month, while filled with emotions, New
Jersey Senator Cory Booker told Jackson that he felt
emotional watching her testify. He said he saw his
ancestors and hers in her image. “But don’t worry, my
sister,” he said. “Don’t worry. God has got you. And how
do I know that? Because you’re here, and I know what it’s
taken for you to sit in that seat.” Congratulations!

Lieutenant Lee Raines Retires
Police Lieutenant Lee Raines patrolled the streets of
downtown Spartanburg, for more than two decades. Lt.
Raines was often seen peddling his bike downtown
patrolling. He shared ideas, helping downtown business
owners survive during challenging times. Lt Raines, treated
everyone with the upmost respect. We wish him well in his
retirement.

Dr. Cecilia Martinez, Principal Advisor of the Bezos EarthFund
and former House Representative Harold Mitchell

Former Rep. Mitchell is also a member of a nationwide
panel, consisting of 26 members, that advises the Biden
administration how best to address environmental problems
in historically underserved communities.
“The White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council
is comprised of community volunteers across the country
who can share their expertise and experiences with the
White House Environmental Justice Interagency Council.”

Grant Application
James Yarshen, an employee at Lowes and a resident in
the South Converse Neighborhood, recently submitted a
grant through Lowes, to help get rid of the kudzu in the
parks, trail and common areas in the neighborhood. While
we don’t know if the grant will be approved or not, we are
grateful to Mr. Yarshen for his unselfish act in wanting to
make his neighborhood better. If approved, this grant will
help continue the work of longtime champion Newt
Hardie, who worked to rid the community of the infestation
of kudzu.

Pictured, L-R: Mayor Jerome Rice and Lt. Lee Raines,
accompanied by his family
*****

“We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as
we are divided.” J.K Rowling
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Longtime residents in and around Spartanburg County,
remember and appreciate Newt Hardie who after 40 years
retired from Milliken & Company. He founded the Kudzu
Coalition in 2004, which later became the Trees Coalition in
2013. Getting rid of kudzu and protecting native trees,
became a full time commitment for Newt. Thank you Mr.
Yarshen!

Dr. Benjamin D. Snoddy Retires

Sue Schneider Retires
Sue Schneider,

Dr. Benjamin D. Snoddy will retire from Mt. Moriah
Baptist Church on May 1, 2022, after serving 46 years as
the Senior Pastor. Dr. Snoddy, accompanied by his wife,
Dr. Sheila Snoddy (right of podium) and church members
was presented a Resolution at City Council, on March 14,
2022 by City Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn.
Several programs and activities are planned:
• Saturday, April 23rd @ 2:00 pm – Ceremony for
Street Naming – Mt. Moriah
• Sunday, April 24th @ 4:00 pm – Collegiate Choir
Concert
• Thursday, April 28th @ 4-7 pm – Drop-In for Dr.
Sheila Snoddy
• Friday, April 29th @ 6:00 pm – Musical Tribute
• Sunday, May 1, there will be two services at Mt.
Moriah: 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. A community
wide reception, will follow church service, 1-3pm.

retired from Spartanburg Water and Wastewater Utility on March
31, 2022, after serving
23 years as its Chief
Executive Officer. Sue
and her husband Ken,
plan to stay in the
Upstate and enjoy time
with their children,
grandchildren and do
some traveling. She
will continue her volunteer service with numerous community organizations, including the
United Way of the
Piedmont, the Spartanburg Chamber and Ten
at the Top.

Art Champ in Forest Park

Congratulations!!!!
Ruth H. Davis was
recently honored by the
Spartanburg County
Foundation, with the Mary
L. Thomas Award for
Civic Leadership and
Community Change. Ruth
is the 14th recipient of this
award. She was recognized for her impact on
children, youth and
families over the last year
and beyond. In 2021, she
spearheaded the effort in
the children collecting
more than 500 pounds of food for the Mt. Moriah Baptist
Church Food pantry. “Ruth has been using her work with
scouting to impact her community for nearly 40 years,
serving Spartanburg through the Palmetto Council of the
Boy Scouts of America.
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On March 6, 2022, City Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn
attended an Art Camp at the home of Toni Brown, in the
Forest Park Neighborhood. The event was headed by
professional Artist Donna Landau. The art theme for the
children was how they can contribute to the betterment of
the world. The following children participated: Logan
Jones, JB Bridge-McFadden, Zion Gray, Zoei Gray,
Malachi Gray, Nate Foster, Aamoni Foster, Michael
Foster, Amin Foster, Zander Riser, Zavon Riser, Amiah
Riser and Gabe Haskins. The following adults were also
present: Ms. Karen McFadden, Ms. Tabitha Barker, Mrs.
Willa Reeder (President of Forest Park Neighborhood
Association) and Luther Norman (Youth Sports Bureau
Director Luther).

“Striving for excellence in small assignments
prepares one for greater responsibilities.”

Please register your child for 3K, 4K & 5K

Meeting Street Academy has begun accepting applications
for student registration. They are focusing on students
entering grades 3K-5K. Give your child a head start by
getting them registered. Submitted by: Kathy Dunleavy
*********

Spartanburg Soup Kitchen Recognition
The Spartanburg
Soup Kitchen was
recognized with a
Proclamation, for its
forty years of service
to the community,
during City Council
Meeting on Feb. 28,
2022. Mayor
Jerome Rice
presented the
proclamation to Lou
Sartor, Director.
Mrs. Sartor
“believes every
human being should
be treated with
dignity and respect,
therefore we treat all
people that eat at the
Spartanburg Soup
Kitchen as our
guests and everyone is welcome at our table. Feeding a
hungry person is the first step in addressing their needs.”

Litter Hero Celebration
The second Litter Hero graduation was held on March 29,
2022 at Cleveland Park. This was a three month program
from November 2021-March 2022. The three graduates
includes Jonathan Berkeley, Jonathan Bridges and Mark
Bruckler. The Litter Hero Program was created in
response to decreased labor, increased visibility and need to
address homelessness in Spartanburg and increased litter
throughout Spartanburg County.
“We continue to make the case for why 4K is so important
for student success throughout school. Many families still
see 4 K as optional or unnecessary.” Submitted by: Beth
Lancaster, Chief Communications Officer, School District 7

Knowing the Value of Your Home
The values of our “urban” homes are increasing daily,
because of increasing demand for “close in” housing.
Neighborhood housing values are just one factor when
cultural amenities like parks, trails, music and museums are
improved in response to the new demand. So if you own
your home, maintain it well and hold onto it as long as you
can, because it will increase in value. Don’t be suckered in
by mailers and callers, offering to pay you cash for your
home. If you do decide to sell , look around first and make
sure you will be able to purchase another home, otherwise
you could end up homeless.
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L-R: Jonathan Berkeley, Mayor Jerome Rice, Councilwoman J.
Ruth Littlejohn, Mark Bruckler & Jonathan Bridges.

“Do everything with a good heart & expect nothing in
return, and you will never be disappointed.”
Barbara Lowe

Erasing a Criminal Charge or Conviction

Lead-Safe Health Homes

Were you aware that if you have a criminal record, there’s a
possibility that you could be pardoned or your record could
be expunged? It is worth your time and energy to look into
getting a criminal record expunged or a pardon. If you have
a criminal record you will not be able to vote, hold public
office or serve on a jury. A pardon is the full forgiveness
from all the legal consequences of a crime and restores all
civil rights lost as a result of a conviction. An
expungement is the erasing of the record of a criminal
charge or conviction, which includes destruction of arrest
records, fingerprints, and mugshots. Who needs an
expungement? Anyone who has been found not guilty of a
crime by judge or jury if charges are dropped or dismissed
prior to trial or eligible for discharge after complying with
the requirements of the Court. To find out more about

The Neighborhood Services Department is offering a
Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Program in both
owner-occupied and rental units within the City of
Spartanburg for qualifying households. This program
includes home Lead-Risk Assessment and Healthy Home
Assessment. Lead Hazard Removal Work, and PostClearance and Monitoring of units.
Qualifications: (1) Home must be located within City of
Spartanburg limits (2) A Child under the age of 6 must
reside or regularly spend time in the home (over 60 hours
per year), or a pregnant woman must reside in the home (3)
Household income must be less than 80% of Area Median
Income (4) Home must be built prior to 1978 (5) All property
tax payments and homeowner’s insurance must be current.

expungements or pardons and how they can help you, contact the
S.C. Department of Probation, Pardon/Parole.

State Rep. Rosalyn Henderson Myers, held a workshop at
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church, on April 8, 2022, where
speakers, addressed these topics. Adam Hammons,
Director of Voter Registration, was also present.

Bakari Sellers promotes Books
Attorney Bakari Sellers was at Cornerstone Baptist
Church and Meeting Street School on March 30, 2022,
promoting his books “Who Are Your People” & “My
Vanishing Country.” Sellers, a South Carolina native,
made history in 2006 as the youngest member of the South
Carolina state legislature and the youngest African
American elected official in the nation. During his visit, he
further discussed his book “Who Are Your People”, with
the group of young children in attendance.

Democratic Party’s New Leadership
Kathryn Harvey – a community activist, is the new
chairwoman of the Spartanburg County Democratic Party.
She was elected at the party's annual convention Saturday,
March 26, 2022. She succeeds Angela Geter.

Annual Hazardous Waste Collection
On March 26, 2022, the 14th Annual Spartanburg County
hazardous household waste collection event & rain barrel
sale, were held at the Spartanburg County Administration
Building, located at 366 N. Church Street. Several
volunteers participated in this program.

Other Spartanburg County Democratic Party officers
elected include first vice chair, Atty. James Jones; second
vice chair, Angelia Edwards; third vice chair, Atty.
Monier Abusaft; executive committeeman, Kenneth
Myers; executive committeewoman, Atty. Rosalyn
Henderson-Myers; alternate executive committeeman,
Michael Woodcock; and alternate committeewoman,
Darcell Davis-Williams
******

A Redistricting Meeting for City Council District 3, was
held on March 17th from 5-6:30pm at the CC Woodson
Community Center. Thanks to Charles Mann & Marilyn
Varner, for the Map Reviews & information Session

Volunteers pictured L-R: City Councilwoman J. Ruth
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John Watson

Littlejohn, Marilyn Hughes and Jeanette Keepers

“Be kind – everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.”

The Musical Production of CATS!

Mrs. Ruth Ella Fryer Jones
Ruth Ella Fryer Jones, a longtime member of the South
Converse Neighborhood Association, passed on February
17, 2022 at the age of 91 years. Mrs. Jones served on the
SCNA Board of Directors, from 2008-2013. She was also a
faithful member of Majority Baptist Church, located on
Hudson Barksdale Blvd. until her declining health.

Ruth Jones (right), shown with PK Garmon for a
neighborhood cleanup in 2015.

The musical production of CATS was held at Mary H.
Wright Elementary School March 28-30, 2022.
Everything was magnificent, from the students’
performance, the uniforms to the decorations. The cast
were all students at Mary H. Wright, under the
leadership of Ms. Tammy Jordan, Principal.
In 2019, the students preformed in The Lion’s King
Kids and in 2018, the school presented a version of
Disney film “Aladdin.” The plays have all been made
possible by the Church of the Advent and other
contributors. Thanks to everyone who have made
these events possible for the children. Some of these
children could go on to bigger things in life, and
hopefully they will never forget those who helped
them along the way.
******T

The Fretwell, located off the Mary Black Rail Trail is
coming along, according to Laura Stille. Hoping for a late
April/early May opening. We are all looking forward to it!!
******

Contact: jrlittlejohn1967@gmail.com
864-573-5066 (Hm) 864-909-7244 (Cell)
©Copy Right 2021 Jessie Ruth Littlejohn. All Rights
Reserved
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Ruth was a former U.S. Postal Service employee who came
up the ranks to supervisor. She served as an interim
postmaster at the Fairforest Post Office and the Roebuck
Post Office. Ruth was a licensed esthetician and she was the
owner and operator of Ruth’s Face to Face until 2020. Mrs.
Jones, pictured w/PK Garmon for a Neighborhood cleanup
in 2011. Ruth’s daughter Margaret Swindler, was also a
longtime member of the SCNA Association, prior to
moving out of the area.

Tidbits
CRT – April 22nd
Spring Fling – April 22nd -24th
Community Movie Night – Thursday, April 28th, 6-9 pm
South Converse Street Park. Bingo starts @ 6:30 pm
Popcorn & Beverages will be provided. Sponsored by Oak
Street Health
Great American Cleanup – May 14th
Mental Health Walk – May 15th, 1– 5pm, Duncan Park
All are welcome. Food Trucks, DNA Testing, Host of
Venders, Mental Health Providers & Resources.
Juneteenth – June 17th – 19th
County Council Meeting – April 18th - County Council
Chambers
Next City Council Meeting - April 23rd @ 5:30pm – in
City Council Chambers
Delegation Meeting – May 2nd – 5:30 pm. County
Council Chambers

Happy Easter!!!!

