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Congratulations 2020 Graduates!!!! 
 

 Jerry Allen Kerns, Jr. 

resides at 293 South 

Converse Street. He is the 

son of Jerry and Annie 

Kerns.  He is a senior at 

Spartanburg High School, 

where he has a GPA of 4.75  

and is also enrolled in 

Vikings Early College at 

Spartanburg Community 

College, with a GPA of 

3.89. Jerry was inducted in 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Spartanburg Citizen 

Scholars Program and National Beta Club. He will 

attend Wofford College this Fall.  
 

Sheila Dawkins, resides at 

114 Pyle Court.  She is a 

dedicated member of the 

SCNA. She is the proud 

parent of two daughters, 

Karina Dawkins Goggins 
and Tamika Dawkins.  She is 

also the proud grandmother of 

eight   grandchildren.  Sheila's 

career was in Law Enforce-

ment.  She currently works 

for Spartanburg County 

Library and will receive her 

Bachelor's Degree from 

Carolina College of  Theology on  May 30th. 
 

******* 

"Two types of voices command your attention 

today.  Negative ones fill your mind with 

doubt, bitterness, and fear.  Positive ones 

purvey hope and strength.  Which one will 

you choose to heed?"  Max Lucado 

 

 

Grocery Status 
 

“Progress continues on the efforts to bring a grocery 

back to the Southside.  The City is working with a new 

entity, Community Grocers LLC, to develop plans for 

a full service grocery at 550 S. Church street.  Plans 

include a full service branded grocery with a wide 

variety of offerings and a deli.  Community Grocers 

has initial approval to operate a franchise of a 

reputable grocery chain.  Applications for operating 

loans are in with financial institutions.  Hopefully, 

approvals will be received in mid-June and timeline for 

opening can be announced then.” 

 

Animal Ordinance 

 

There have been several reports of dogs being loose on 

properties or in the community.  Some residents have 

moved in from other areas and are not aware of the 

City's Animal Ordinance. For more information on the 

ordinance, please go to: www.cityof spartanburg.org 
 

graduation continued 

JeKeianna Wilkins, resides at 

330 South Converse Street.  She 

is the step-daughter of Kathryn 

Kraft (submitted info), and the 

daughter of Rebecca Smith and 

Keith Wilkins. She will be 

graduating from the SCECHS 

program and will receive an 

Associate Degree from 

Spartanburg Community College.  

JeKeianna will go directly to the 

Nursing program at Lander 

University. 
 

City Councilwoman J. Ruth Littlejohn, graduated 

from the Municipal Elected Officials Institute of 

Government on February 4, 2020. 
 

 



COVID-19 Testing 

 

Free COVID-19 testing was done on May 11-13, from 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The testing was done at Mt. 

Moriah Baptist Church; walk-up and drive through 

options were available.  No symptoms or doctor 

referrals were required.  This testing proved to be very 

successful, with more than 2100 tested.  We are 

grateful to the South Carolina General Assembly for  

initiating this much needed testing.  We are also 

grateful to Rep. Rosalyn Henderson-Meyers, for 

coordinating with the Spartanburg County Baptist 

Association to bring the testing to Mt. Moriah.  The 

Medical University of South Carolina teamed up 

with Spartanburg Regional to carry out the testing. 

Other supporting groups included: Tyger River 

Baptist Association, Spartanburg Clergy Initiation, 

South Carolina National Guard, Spartanburg 

County Fire Department, City of Spartanburg 

Parks and Recreation and Police Department.   

 
Thanks to everyone, for the role you played in this much 

needed testing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allstate Ad 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

 

The South Converse Community is grateful to the front 

line responders and to the essential workers, for all 

they have done to make things safer for us all. They 

are the ones not often heralded as heroes---the ones 

doing whatever it takes to make sure things keep 

moving and ensures a certain amount of normalcy.  
******** 

"It's amazing how much can be accomplished if no 

one cares who gets the credit."  John Wooden 

Census 

 

It is essential that each of us complete the Census, 

which started on April 1, but due to the current health 

crisis, the deadline has been extended to October 31, 

2020. The process is short & easy.  
  
The data collected determines the number of seats each 

state has in the U.S. House of Representatives and how 

hundreds of billions of federal dollars are allocated to 

states and localities for key programs, such as critical 

social services, education and infrastructure programs. 

Many of which are administered through nonprofits. 

Complete your Census today and be counted!  Help 

bring changes to your State and your Community! 

 
 

 

 

Action Printing 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

              New Laundromat 

 

Rocket Laundry is anticipating opening in late July or 

August.  They hope to bring the nicest Laundromat in 

the State to South Church Street (at the corner of 

Crescent and S. Church).  All of the machines will be 

state of the art with controls that can be run from the 

touch screen or (more appropriately in today's COVID 

environment) by an app on your phone.  Payment will 

be possible by app or coins.  The Laundromat will be 

fully attended at all times; they will offer a wash, dry 

& fold service for people who prefer to have their 

clothes washed by attendants.  The landscape plans 

include a green space (synthetic grass but cushy and 

soft) on the north side of the building, away from 

traffic, where kids can run, and people can relax on the 

lawn or at picnic tables. The owners are looking for a 

manager as well as attendants. For more information 

go to www.rocketlaundry.net 
 

Summer Camp 
 

Beginning May 11th - August 14th,  all Spartanburg 

County school age children, can pick up free breakfast & 

lunch Monday - Friday, from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  This is 

a Summer Camp Ministry offered by Macedonia 

Missionary Baptist Church, located at 502 S. Daniel 

Morgan Avenue, Spartanburg. 

 



In-Person Early Voting 
 

In-Person, Early Voting started May 11 & will go 

through June 8, 2020.  You can cast your ballot, by 

going to the Spartanburg County Voter Registration & 

Election Office, located at 366 N. Church Street, Room 

1630,  Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Everyone can vote early in this Primary Election, 

regardless of their age or condition. However, you 

may still be asked why you are voting early if you are 

not 65 years or older.  Your response should be, you 

are voting early because of item #18, State of 

Emergency, which was passed by the S.C. Legislators 

on May 12, 2020 and will expire on July 1, 2020. If 

you qualify for one of the other 16 reasons to vote 

early, you may state that reason.  If you are unable to 

travel or prefer voting by mail, please call 864-596-

2549 today and request an absentee ballot. 
 

The Primary Election will take place on June 9, 

2020, at that time, if you have not voted early, go to 

your regular voting precinct, anytime between 7:00 

a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Please encourage your friends, 

family members, neighbors, church members, co-

workers, and anyone you know who is eligible, to 

vote!  There are three candidates running for County 

Council District 01:  Attorney Mo Abusaft, Linda 

Dogan & Mike Fowler.  The position is currently held 

by Attorney Michael Brown, who is not seeking 

another term.  Remember, your vote is your voice! 

 

 

 

 

 

White's Exxon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Community Cleanups 

 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, we will not join as a 

group for the community cleanups, until further notice.  

However, that should not hinder us from taking the 

time and pride to cleanup where we see the need.  It's 

really troublesome to see litter blowing/tossed from 

vehicles, but if we choose to leave it there, it's a 

reflection on the community. 
***** 

"If we don't teach our children the value of hard, 

honest work, they will eventually become a burden on 

you or someone else." 

Combined Precincts 
 

For the June 9, 2020 Primary, several precinct will be 

combined, including:  
 

Cornerstone Baptist will combine with Mt Moriah 

Baptist located at  445 S Church St. as the host site. 
 

Trinity Methodist Church will combine with 

Morningside Baptist located at 897 S. Pine as the 

host site. 
 

Powell Saxon Una Precinct will combine with Jesse Bobo 

Elementary located at 465 Powell Mill Road as the host  
 

Holy Communion Lutheran will combine with Woodland 

Heights Elementary located at 1216 John B White Jr Blvd 

as the host site. 
 

Cudd Precinct will combine with Bethany Baptist 

Summit Church on Alamo Street as the  host site. 
 

Glendale Fire Precinct will combine with Eastside 

Baptist Church on 1850 Fernwood Glendale Road as the 

host site. 
 

Poplar Springs Fire Precinct will combine with River 

Ridge Elementary School located at 5960 Reidville Road 

as the host site 
 

Startex Fire Precinct will combine with Lyman Town 

Hall’s Pacific Place located at 59 Groce Road in Lyman as 

host site. 
 

Chapman Elementary Whitney Fire Precinct will 

combine with Whitlock Jr High located at 364 Successful 

Way as the host site. 
 

Drayton Fire Precinct will combine with the old 

Spartanburg High School at 500 DuPre Drive as the host  
 

Pauline Glenn Springs Precinct will combine with Mt 

Calvary Presbyterian at 1399 Walnut Grove Road as the 

host site.   
 

Roebuck Bethlehem Precinct will combine with 

Anderson Mill Elementary School at 1845 Old Anderson 

Mill Road as the host site. 
 

The majority of these precincts do not affect this immediate 

area.  However, you may have friends or relatives who are 

not aware these changes are being made for the June 9 

Primary.  Every vote counts, please share this information. 
 

******* 

"Every kingdom divided against itself is 

headed for destruction, and a house divided 

against itself falls." Luke 11:17 
 

 
 



COVID-19 (Pandemic) 

 

Please continue to practice "social distancing".  Many 

restrictions have been lifted, which allows us as much 

as possible to get back to normal.  However, we are 

still encouraged to avoid large group activities,  cover 

our cough (not with the hand), avoid hugging & shak-

ing hands, avoid contact with people who are sick, 

avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed 

hands, wash your hands often with soap & water and 

wear a mask whenever entering a place of business.  

Visit cityofspartanburg.org/coronavirus for more info. 
 

Walking Trails 
 

Walking Trails are made for walking, 

Walking Trails can be fun, but if you never use them, 

what’s the point of having one?  Since Covid-19,  

we have been staying at home, not able to touch or 

meet,  so why not get on a walking trail, and begin to 

move your feet. Walking makes you feel good, it will 

take some of your worries away, getting that fresh, 

breezy air, will brighten up your day. Get off the 

couch, put on your clothes, let’s get our bodies to 

move! The Southside neighbors are springing into 

action, let’s ALL get into a groove. Walking trails 

don’t charge any money, you can walk for free, 

in South Converse, we have more than one trail, we 

are blessed with three.  Mary H. Wright, Duncan 

Park and Mary Black are wonderful Trails to walk 

through so get out there and stretch your legs, it’s a 

healthy thing to do.  By:  Barbara Rutledge 
 

Sparkle City is hard at Work  

 

Two major storms hit Spartanburg over the last few 

months (leaving large amounts of debris all over), 

causing City Staff and departments to work pretty 

much around the clock.  Additionally, if you drive 

down Caulder Avenue, you will see that the kudzu was 

cleared from the lot at Caulder and Hudson Barksdale 

and also from Pricilla Rumbly Park. Thanks goes out 

to Martin Livingston and Jeff Tillerson for 

coordinating this effort. Thank you for all you do! 
 

Yards of the Month 

 

Congratulations to our April Yards of the Month:  

164 Collins Avenue (Joyce Fernandis), 130 Prospect 

Street (Tommy & Frances Richardson) & 284 Marion 

Avenue (Horace & Ruth Littlejohn).  Thank you! 

 

"We are all faced with a series of great opportunities 

brilliantly disguised as impossible situations."  
 Charles Swindoll 

Tidbits 
 

SCNA will not meet in June, since the City centers will 

not be open at that time.  Therefore, because there are 

no meetings in July, the next scheduled meeting will 

take place on August 3, 2020 @ 5:30 p.m. at C.C. 

Woodson. 
 

Several new residents have moved into the community.  

We  invite you to join the SCNA, whether you are an 

owner or a tenant. The dues are only $25.00 per year.  

Make your check payable to SCNA and mail to 

P.O. Box 6541, Spartanburg, SC 29304. 
 

Thanks to the members of the Universal Universalist 

Church, who took time to make masks for residents 

who were in need of them.  Thank you for all you do! 
 

Thanks to Glenn Cook and his Crew for all they do! 
 

The Herald Journal will occasionally throw out free 

papers throughout the neighborhood, many times at 

vacant properties.  If you are not interested in receiving 

these papers, please give them a call at 864-582-4511, 

or at least pick them up and place in the trash. 
 

Now more than ever, it is important for all of us to take 

good care of our health.  Become active!  If you are not 

able to take walks on one of the three nearby trails 

(Mary H. Wright Greenway, Mary Black Rail Trail or 

Duncan Park),  just take a 15 minute walk on your 

street everyday or as much as possible.  Also, try and 

eat more plant based foods. 
 

Until further notice, newsletters will be mailed to 

SCNA members without email & emailed to everyone 

(members & non members) we have an email. 
 

Garbage & Recycle Schedules 

 

If you have a recycle bin (blue bin), it is only collect-

ed on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, even on 

holidays (except for Christmas & New Years).   The 

regular garbage pick-up day (gray bins) for the South 

Converse Community is on Thursday mornings.  If a 

holiday falls on this day, pickup will be the following 

day - a one day delay. Please help your community 

look its best by removing bins from the curb as soon as 

possible after collection. Thank you for  being a good 

neighbor! 

****** 

"Bear with the faults of others as you would have 

them bear with yours."  Phillips Brooks 

 

Happy Memorial Day! 
 


